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Meeting of West Coker Parish Council
Thursday 25" September 2014 at 7:30pm
West Coker Commemoration Hall
High Street, West Coker
Present:
Miss A Perry (Vice Chair)
Mrs B Blackmore

In attendance:
Mrs P Chapman, County Councillor M Fysh and District Councillor C Bakewell.
One member of the public.

In the absence of the Chairman (Clir D Neal) the Vice Chair (Cllr A Perry) will preside the meeting. As the quorum
was not met it was decided to move forward with the meeting but all decisions will be deferred to the next
meeting.

Wardens’ Reports:

Footpath Warden Mrs C Murray-Gourlay was not present. Clir A Perry noted she asked the parish ranger strim
the kissing gate near Nissan’s Hut and the entrance to the footpath from Dibbles Lane. Clir A Perry reported the
handrail at the footpath on Dibbles Lane is in need of repair. The Clerk will report this to Somerset County
Council.

Tree Warden Clir A Blight was not present.

COUNCILLOR’S REPORTS

County Councillor County County Councillor M Fysh noted he is accepting grant applications for Health &
Wellbeing available for each of his parishes again this year. The applications should be in by the end of
November. The ideal grant will be for physical activities and one that would encourage any new activities to the
village.

Clir M Fysh discussed the budget is short of balancing and there are more cuts to be made, although he does not
foresee Highways being cut any further as many rural areas are struggling.

He also wish to point out the Western Gazette incorrectly reported the salaries of the Children’s Services
Management in the paper last week, the figures quoted covers a period of two years. Although they still may
seem high SCC needed “the best in the business” in order to sort out many of the problems.

District Councillors District Clir G Seaton was not present.

ClIr C Bakewell discussed the 3 applications at the Area South meeting on the 3™ September. The first was for the
corner of Grove Ave and Preston Rd (Yeovil) to convert an existing building into 6 flats and build 3 new dwelling in
the garden. This was refused by SSDC. The second was in East Coker at the Huntsfield Nursery for a chalet
bungalow, which was approved. The final application was approved for a widened parking access in East Street,
West Coker.

At the meeting a presentation was given by a County Council’s Archaeologist which included information about the
Lyde Road and Bundford sites. At Bundord they have found evidence of a previous Roman Fort, Bronze Age
barrows and an Iron Age round house. The Bundford site is now being cleared ready for extensive archaeology
work.

Clir Bakewell also mentioned the South Somerset Together, Local Strategic Partnership upcoming Housing
Assembly on the Thursday 23" October 16:30 - 19:30 at the SSDC offices, Brympton Way, Yeovil.
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Meeting of West Coker Parish Council
Thursday 25" September 2014 at 7:30pm
West Coker Commemoration Hall
High Street, West Coker

Present:
Miss A Perry (Vice Chair)
Mrs B Blackmore

In attendance:
Mrs P Chapman, County Councillor M Fysh and District Councillor C Bakewell.
One member of the public.

1. Apologies for absence Action
Clirs R Aitken, C Barker, A Blight, A Chubb, B Mack, D Neal and G Seaton.

2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council and matters arising
The Councillors in attendance approved the minutes and as the Clerk had not received any
changes from the Councillors not present the minutes were signed by Clir A Perry.

The Clerk read the most recent email from M Ainsworth (SSDC) concerning moving the
Welcome to Yeovil sign located on West Coker Road. M Ainsworth requested the cost to
move the sign and to ask Highways if they would allow the sign to be repositioned on the
Yeovil Boundary line. After she receives the costs she will then need to write a report to
the Area South Committee for them to agree to relocate the sign and the associated
spend.

The Clerk read an email from SCC concerning broadband. The West Coker area is
scheduled for a survey from April 2015 - September 2015 and until that time there is
nothing the Parish Council can do to ensure the village receives high speed internet.

(go to : www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk for more information)

(County Councillor M Fysh left)

4. Parish Council Vacancy

Nothing to report at this time. The Clerk suggested perhaps it would be better to
advertise the upcoming elections in order to gain another councillor. It was decided, if
agreed by the Chair when preparing the next agenda, this item is not necessary for the
next meeting.

5. Planning Applications
Application No. 13/01791/0UT
Applicant: Mr ] T Cullen
Proposal: submission of travel plan, revised access plan, statement regarding grade 1
agricultural land, residential densities and flood risk assessment.
Location: Land East of Holywell, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset.
Clir D Neal sent an email to SSDC noting the parish council’s objections. No response
was received from SSDC.

The tree officer was not present. The Clerk will contact Mr P Poulton (SSDC) to ask if
Clir A Blight responded to applications 14/04233/TCA and 14/04150/TCA.

Application No.: 14/03815/LBC & 14/03814/FUL

Applicant: Mr & Mrs R & J Johnson

Proposal: The carrying out of internal and external alterations and the erection of a
side extension, new canopy roof and a rear garden room extension within
existing courtyard.

Location: Malborough Cottage, 29 East Street, West Coker

The decision will be deferred to the next meeting.

The Clerk noted receipt of an application for Woodentop Farm 14/04063/0OUT. This will
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be reviewd at the next meeting. The Clerk mentioned the date for our comments for
this application is the 10™ October and the planning officer will have difficulty
considering the parish council’s views if they are two weeks delayed. The Clerk
suggested an extraordinary meeting early October to discuss planning applications and
the accounts.

The Clerk distributed the application for an addition of a bridleway at Pound Lane, West
Coker. The Clerk will put up the formal notice as close to the Pound Lane as possible.
Clir Perry suggested the Clerk ask Mrs W Burge (Right of Way, County Council) who is
applied for the application, what the current status is of the proposed bridleway and if
Brympton Parish Council has been contacted.

South Somerset Planning Decisions:

. 14/02421/FUL - SSDC granted permission for the alterations and the erection of a
two storey side extension including integral garage

o 14/02466/LBC - an appeal has been lodged

(District Councillor C Bakewell left)
6. Rural Community Housing Needs
Nothing to report.

7. Carols in the Square
The Clerk received a request for a donation for £300 for a Christmas tree. This will need
to be deferred to the next meeting.

8. Highway matters:

Drains on Dibble Lane

Clir Perry noted Mr D Durrant of Somerset County Council Highways was in the area
checking on the drains and other items that may be of concern.

The Clerk will report the sign at the junction of Green Lane and West Coker Road is
partially missing and the speed sign by Font Villas is not facing the correct way.

Permanent Flashing Light Replacement
Nothing to report.

Manor Street Parking

Nothing to report. Clir D Neal was not present to update the council on the actions taken
at the last meeting enquiring if the resident was happy to move forward with a traffic
mirror for an agreed probationary period of time.

Overhanging vegetation on the A30
Cllr Neal and Clir Barker were not present to update the council.

Any other Highway Matters
None.

9. West Coker Parish Maintenance/ Parish Ranger Scheme

Clir A Perry discussed earlier in the meeting the parish ranger strimmed the style near
Nissan’s hut and the footpath steps off of Dibbles Lane. He also street cleaned in the
village on the 11,

Village Pond
The Clerk noted ClIr A Blight requested this item for the agenda. In the past Mr C Blight

kept the vegetation under control but it maybe something the parish ranger could do in
the future. This will be discussed at the next parish council meeting.

10. Recreation Ground for children

Drainage
Clir Perry saw the County Council around the village routinely checking on the drains.

Tennis Courts

Mrs B Martin noted they are still slippery due to moisture and/or loose gravel on the
courts. Clir Perry suggested perhaps the Recreation Ground for Children Charity could
apply to the County Councillor’s Health and Wellbeing grant to refurbish the tennis courts.
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The Clerk will add the item to the next Recreations Ground Meeting agenda.

The West Coker Youth Club would like to cook food in the pavilion but the Clerk is unsure
of the past policies as Mrs J Sandford believes no cooking should happen on premise.

Electrical Repairs
The repairs have been completed. The clerk has an invoice for £1,044 which includes the Clerk
emergency lighting needed. The Clerk will contact Mr Church to let him know the
payment will be deferred until the next meeting.

The Clerk read aloud the email from Mrs D Handy concerning outside lighting for the
Pavilion for use of the youth club. The Clerk had hoped a representative would be at the
meeting to discuss this in further detail. This item will be discussed at the next Recreation
Ground for Children meeting on the 6 October.

11. Ropewalk
Representatives of the Ropewalk were not present at the meeting.

12. West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH)
Clir B Blackmore reported the film night was reasonably successful and more take art
events are schedule as well as Screenbites and Keep Fit.

13. Website (www.westcoker.net)

The Clerk discussed the issues with the large file for the approved minutes. It is now
updated but Clir Barker is looking into easier ways for the approved minutes to be
uploaded to the website.

14. Accounts for review to include bank mandate
No cheques can be signed without at least three Councillor’'s approval. The following | Clerk
cheques will be deferred until the next meeting for approval. The Clerk will contact the
companies to inform them aware of the delay in payment.

From the Parish Council current account:

£ 421.60 - Clerk wage

£ 262.50 - Caretaker's wage

£ 368.82 - Parsons Landscaping

£ 603.84 - SSDC - August Parish Ranger

£ 40.00 - SALC - CllIr training (ClIr A Perry)
£ 15.00 - WCCEF - cost of meeting room

From the Parish Council deposit account:
£2,000 - suggested transfer to cover the above cheques

From the Recreation Account:
£33.22 - EDF
£1,044.00 - SAJ Electrical

15. Correspondence:

Donation request from B Preston

Information for dog walkers - to be put on the website and Ropewalker
Somerset Waste Partnership Monthly Briefing

Community Forum Meeting Monday 19" January

South West resilience Campaign update (transport network)

17. Next agenda 30" October
The Clerk will alert the Councillors to the extraordinary meeting 6" Oct 7pm to
review the planning applications and accounts only.
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Report from Clir C Bakewell for September 2014:

Not much happens in August, but we did have full Council to approve the next stage of the public
consultation on the Local Plan. This now runs until the beginnings of October. There were two workshops
on 1st and 2nd September to look at the master planning of both the Keyford and the Mudford sites. At the
Area South meeting on 3rd September we had 3 planning applications. The first was for the corner of
Grove Avenue and Preston Road in Yeovil to convert an existing building into 6 flats and build 3 new
dwellings in the garden. This was refused due to the new dwellings not being within the existing building
line, inadequate parking and general over-development of the site. The other two were in the Coker Ward.
The first was in East Coker at Huntsfield Nursery for a chalet bungalow, which was approved. The second
was at West Coker for a widened parking access in East Street. Although this was in the conservation area,
members approved this against the officer recommendation as it enhanced the area and took cars off the road
in a very narrow and much used area of the village. Following on from this we then had a fascinating
presentation from the County Council's Archaeologist which included information about the Lyde Road and
Bunford sites. At Bunford they have found evidence of a previous Roman Fort, Bronze Age barrows and an
Iron Age round house. 'Finds' included evidence of 60/70 cremations, pottery and triple defences. There
was only a quarter of the Roman Fort left but it was a previously unknown site and does not fit around the
normal Roman plan. The Bronze Age barrows have yet to be excavated. The Bunford site is now being
cleared ready for extensive archaeology work. But it is all very exciting and we hope that school children
may be able to visit the site. Other agenda items included:-

the Affordable Housing Development Plan, which were all in Yeovil apart from the small development at
Font Villas in West Coker;

the work of the Economic Development Team which covered the Innovation Centre, Business support,
superfast Broadband and a local food event at Haynes Motor Museum on 17th Sept; and lastly

the Tourism and the Heritage Service now based at Lufton.

The strategic partnership, South Somerset Together, is currently planning a Housing Assembly to be held on
23rd October from 4.30 to 7.30 at Brympton Way. This will cover the forthcoming demographics of the
area, the land supply, the view of a young person trying to find accommodation and input from a
Community Land Trust, amongst others. We hope that the event will be attended by as many Parish
Councils as possible to help inform the discussion and take us forward. | am, as always, happy to take up
any matters the Parish Council wishes.

Cllr Cathy Bakewell 10th Sept 2014
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