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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of West Coker
Dawes Twineworks Visitor's Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU
Thursday 2" February 2023 at 7:30pm

Present:
Clir D Neal (Chair), Clir B Hampshire, Clir A McPhee, Clir B Andrews, CliIr R Aitken, CliIr A Blight, Clir A Chubb, Clir G
Seaton, ClIr C Barker, County Clir M Hewitson.

In attendance:
Ms K Fullerton (Parish Clerk)

i) Public Session — to hear any matters from the public
No public matters were raised.

ii) To receive reports from District and County Councillors
The County ClIr reports were circulated via email prior to the meeting.

County ClIr Mike Hewitson informed members that the public consultation on the Somerset Council budget was
currently open and encouraged people to have their say. Members were informed that West Coker Parish had been
placed within the Yeovil LCN group, alongside Coker Ward parishes Barwick and Stoford and East Coker. However, it
was noted that several Coker Ward parishes had been placed in the Crewkerne LCN.

District Cllr Gina Seaton spoke about the Octagon modernisation and confirmed that she had supported the
application, which was subsequently permitted by the planning office.

19:45 — Meeting opened.

1/22/311  To receive any Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from Clir Perry.

2/22/312 To receive any Declarations of Interest
None.

3/22/313 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 5" of January 2023
RESOLVED: The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 5t of January
2023.

4/22/314 To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the Agenda
None.

5a/22/315 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens — Footpath Warden
Clir Chubb had nothing to report on the footpaths.

5b/22/316 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens — Tree Warden

Clir Blight and Jim have been busy with a few tree issues around the parish, including replacing the tree tie on the
Jubilee tree at the recreation ground. Future work includes planting a tree for the W.I. and a memorial tree for a
passed resident.

5¢/22/317 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens — Environmental Warden

Clir Andrews has distributed about 50 trees to local residents and farmers. Clir Andrews has use for 20 of the
remaining trees, which leaves 30 trees still requiring homes. Clir Andrews informed members of the benefits of the
environment land management scheme now in force and shared that Somerset Council has created three full-time
positions, dedicated to encouraging tree planting in Somerset.

6a/22/318 Planning — Applications — 22/03495/LBC — Westlake Cottage, Dibbles Lane, West Coker, Yeovil,
Somerset BA22 9BB

RESOLVED: To support the application, with comments asking why planning was necessary for such a basic
maintenance requirement.
ACTION: Clerk
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6b/22/319 Planning — To discuss any requirement for an extraordinary meeting to discuss applications that
have been received since the preparation of this Agenda.
No requirement for an extraordinary meeting.

6c/22/320 Planning - South Somerset Planning Decisions
22/02665/ADV — permitted with conditions.

7/22/321 Somerset Emergency Community Contacts (SECC) - to receive any volunteers for this role
RESOLVED: To accept Clir McPhee as the SECC for West Coker parish.
ACTION: Clerk

8/22/322 To receive a report on the Ranger activities — Clive Seaton
Clive kindly informed Members the Ranger has been busy tidying up Pack Hollow, removing litter and clearing around
the drains. Upcoming work for the ranger will include removing moss from a local pathway to make it less slippery,
removing litter at Gooseacre (by Brympton Estate gate) and installing the SID within the parish. Additionally, the road
sweeper has been asked to clear the pavements along the High Street.

ACTION: Clive Seaton/Ranger

9a/22/323 Financial Matters — To consider the purchase of grit bins for Denzil Close, West Coker Recreation
Ground and Bunford Heights
Members felt the price of £146 each was too expensive (from SSDC) and wanted to look online for better prices. Four
small salt grit bins would be required. The Clerk was asked to add the item to the next Agenda.

ACTION: Clerk/Clir Barker

9bi/22/324 Financial Matters — To receive an amended West Coker and Hardington Cricket Club (WCHCC)
Playing Pitch (S106 funded) proposal
RESOLVED: To adopt the amended WCHCC proposal and submit it to SSDC for approval by Beth Poole. This
proposal is a slightly smaller project than the previously submitted project due to cost restraints.

ACTION: Clerk

9¢i/22/325 Financial Matters — To consider a grant request from West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH)
for the sum of £5,053.00 to cover the printing and distribution costs of printing the Ropewalker parish
magazine
RESOLVED: To grant £5,053.00 to WCCH for the purposes of printing and distributing the Ropewalker magazine,
now to include delivery to all households in the parish of West Coker.

ACTION: Clerk

9d/22/326 Financial Matters — To receive a quotation from Parsons Landscapes Ltd for the 2023/24 grass
cutting contract, showing a 10% increase on the current year’s prices

RESOLVED: To accept the quotation for 2023/24 grass cutting services. All agreed that Parsons provide a very
good service and are reliable. Members felt that a 10% increase was understandable in the current economy.

9e/22/327 Financial Matters — To ratify the decision (agreed by email) to purchase an additional 260L bin
from SSDC at £765.75
RESOLVED: To agree the purchase of an additional 260L bin for the parish.

9f/22/328 Financial Matters - To ratify the purchase of a teak bench as a memorial bench for a resident’s
husband (donation paid to the parish council in 2001)

RESOLVED: To purchase the teak bench, chosen with the family member, at a cost of £480.00. The bench is to be
sited at the recreation ground.

99/22/329 Financial Matters — To consider a quote for internal audit services 2022/23 from Paul Russell -
£250.00

RESOLVED: To accept this quotation for internal audit services for 2022/23. Additional quotes were requested but at
least two companies did not wish to provide these services at this time. Members felt the quote was comparative to
past years audit costs, understandably a little higher due to increased turnover due to the new pavilion project.
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9h/22/330 Financial Matters — To note the new employer contribution rate (Clerk pension) for the period 1st
April 2023 — 315t March 2026 of 22.3% (formerly 22.8%)
Noted.

9i/22/331 Financial Matters - To approve the following payments:

K Fullerton — Clerk salary February 2023 - £1132.20 (gross)

K Fullerton — WFH, MS 365 & teak bench (expense reimbursement) - £526.28

P Sandford — Recreation Ground for Children Caretaker salary Feb 2023 - £143.13 (gross)
Somerset County Council — Pension Feb 23 - £320.41

P Divall — reimbursement of tableware for the Jubilee Pavilion (JP) - £540.77

PlusNet — Provision of WIFI at the JP (PAID BY DD — REC GRD GRANT) - £21.60

SSDC - Invoice 06000059271 Ranger & 04510128429 Playground Inspection - £750.14
AJM Renewables — 30% Solar panel cost Inv6461 (New pavilion project) - £7451.25

J Barker — Reimbursement for fixings for brass plaque for teak bench - £15.26

RESOLVED: To approve the payments presented above.
ACTION: Clirs Neal, Barker

9j/22/332 To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts
It was noted that no transfers were required this month.

10/22/333 Highway Matters — To note any blocked drains or potholes
e All blocked drains and pothole issues have been reported to Highways by Chairman Neal
o Chair Neal concluded, after a site visit, that the leaning wall reported by Clir Blight was leaning inwards and
therefore not a danger to the pubilic.

10b/22/334 Highway Matters — To consider asking Highways to extend the 20MPH zone from East Street

along Font Lane to Redwell Terrace and from the 20MPH sign on East Street to the 20MPH sign on Halves

Lane (by the recreation ground)

RESOLVED: To ask Highways to extend the 20 MPH zone as above, but also to include Lakefields and Chessells.
ACTION: Clerk

10c/22/335 Highway Matters — To ask Highways to repaint the pedestrian zone from Wash Corner to Dawe’s
Twineworks
Members asked the Clerk to make the request and to suggest it takes place, if not before, at the same time as the A30
resurfacing.

ACTION: Clerk

10d/22/336 Highway Matters — To note road closure notices received — ttro431362SS, ttro599331SS,
ttro774102SS and ttro765631SS
Noted.

11a/22/337 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment —To hear feedback from Nathan Turnbull (SSDC) regarding the refurbishment of the tennis
courts

No further update available.

11b/22/338 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment — To arrange the sale of the remaining storage shipping containers to a local resident
RESOLVED: To sell the remaining storage container for £2000, buyer to collect. Clir McPhee is liaising with the
buyer and will forward invoicing details to the Clerk once known.

ACTION: Clir McPhee, Clerk

11c/22/339 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment — To notify the council of the arrangements regarding the solar panel installation at the Jubilee
Pavilion and the cost of the scaffolding required (new pavilion project cost)

RESOLVED: To accept a quote for £1000 from a local scaffolding firm. Members recognised that this was a
discounted to provide scaffolding (roughly 50% of the going rate) and thanked the person involved. Scaffolding to go
up prior to Monday 13t February 2023.
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12a/22/340 To receive a report on the Recreation Ground for Children.
Clir McPhee reported that he is continuing to follow up snagging issues with PH Hardwill. Clir Barker is currently
trying to resolve the thermostat issues (losing time during a power cut). Chair Neal agreed to ask the recreation
ground caretaker to check the building is locked securely each night (when taking the electricity reads).

ACTION: Chair Neal
12b/22/341 To receive a report on Dawes Twineworks.
ClIr Aitken said they had a fantastic school visit by Haselbury and Merriot primary school recently. The children
behaved impeccably and were a pleasure to show around.

12c/22/342 To receive a report on West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH)
Clir Hampshire confirmed that the hall continues to remain steady, although they did lose some bookings during the
Covid pandemic.

13a/22/343 To receive correspondence — Email from resident regarding slippery surface on the footpath of
Font Lane (by nos. 21-25) and Lakefields poor road surface
The Ranger will be attempting to improve the surface of the footpath on Font Lane. The Clerk will report the road
surface to Highways for their response. Resident encouraged to report the issue as well.

ACTION: Clerk

13b/22/344 To receive correspondence — Communication from Gigaclear requesting a meeting with the
parish council
Members were not inclined to meet with Gigaclear at this time.

13c/22/345 To receive correspondence — Hinkley Point C Environmental permits update
Noted.

13d/22/346 To receive correspondence — Notice of a consultation on Somerset Statement of Community
Involvement
Noted.

14/22/347 To note items for the next agenda
¢ Jubilee Pavilion Licence (Recreation Ground for Children agenda)
o Defibrillator cabinet replacement/cost
ACTION: Clerk
15/22/345 Date of the next meeting — 2" March 2023, 7.30pm at Dawe’s Twineworks

21:10 — Meeting closed
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