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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of West Coker
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU
Thursday 2" March 2023 at 7:30pm

Present:
Clir D Neal (Chair), Clir B Hampshire, Clir A McPhee, Clir B Andrews, CliIr R Aitken, Clir A Blight, Clir G Seaton,
Clir C Barker (Minute taker for this meeting), County Clir M Hewitson.

In attendance:
Three members of the public.

i) Public Session — to hear any matters from the public
No public matters were raised.

ii) To receive reports from District and County Councillors
The County ClIr reports were circulated via email prior to the meeting.

County ClIr Mike Hewitson informed the meeting of the following:

¢ A balanced budget of about £500 million had been set for Somerset Council 2023/24.

¢ A new Constitution has been approved.

e The LCN design has been adjusted to include Crewkerne, Hardington, East Chinnock, Closworth and
Odcombe, as requested by the Coker Ward parishes.

o Failed lights in the High Street are due to problems with the wiring underground.

e ClIr Patrick and Clir Hewitson have nominated Dawe’s Twineworks as their ‘special place’ — part of a county-
wide initiative.

e There is no update on Chinnock Hollow.

District Clir Gina Seaton reported that the issue of phosphates in county rivers is holding back large numbers of new-
build projects.

The Chairman noted that this is Clir Seaton’s last month as a district councillor. Clir Seaton has served for 15 years
and was warmly thanked. Clir Seaton will continue as a parish councillor.

19:45 — Meeting opened.

1/22/346 To receive any Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from ClIr Perry and Clir Chubb.

2/22/347 To receive any Declarations of Interest
None.

3/22/348 To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 2" °f February 2023
RESOLVED: After a small amendment to the Minutes (deletion of ‘pavement’ at the end of #322) the minutes were
approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

4/22/349 To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the Agenda
None.

5a/22/350 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens — Footpath Warden
It was reported that a field between Brookside and Dibbles Lane has an electric fence across a footpath. The farmer
has fitted an insulator.

5b/22/351 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens — Tree Warden

Clir Blight reported that the memorial tree has been planted. A resident asked Clir Blight about cutting back a large
bush, not in the conservation area, and was advised to wait until after the bird nesting season to begin work. Clirs
Blight and Andrews suggested storing spare trees at the recreation ground, where the dead ashes have been
removed, some could be used to screen the south side of the container. This was agreed.
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5¢/22/352 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens — Environmental Warden
Clir Andrews suggestion to plant some trees inside the play area for shade was not agreed but alternatives will be
considered.

6a/22/353 Planning — Applications
None.

6b/22/354 Planning — To discuss any requirement for an extraordinary meeting to discuss applications that
have been received since the preparation of this Agenda.
No requirement for an extraordinary meeting.

6¢/22/355 Planning - South Somerset Planning Decisions
None.

7/22/356 To receive a report on the Ranger activities — Clive Seaton
Clive Seaton reported that the Ranger has cleared various pavements. Upcoming work to include treating Font Lane
path and cleaning finger posts.

ACTION: Clive Seaton/Ranger

8a/22/357 Financial Matters — To consider a grant request from St. John’s Ambulance towards the cost of a
new community unit vehicle
Members rejected the grant request on the grounds that it was unlikely to benefit the local community.

ACTION: Clerk

8b/22/358 Financial Matters — To consider quotes for four small grit bins (Bunford Heights x2, Denzil Close
and West Coker Recreation Ground)
RESOLVED: To purchase two small, yellow, grit bins at a cost of approximately £95 each and to assess the quality
before purchasing a further two.

ACTION: Clerk

8¢/22/359 Financial Matters — To consider expenditure on an acoustic solution for the Jubilee Pavilion -
£576.00 Scout Hall and £1,296.00 Main Hall
RESOLVED: To accept the acoustic solution (new pavilion project expense). Clir Barker will progress with the
specialist.

ACTION: Clir Barker

8d/22/360 Financial Matters — To note receipt of the solar panel match-funding grant from South Somerset
District Council (SSDC) - £12,418.75 received on the 24t °f February 2023
Noted.

8e/22/361 Financial Matters - To approve the following payments:

l. B Hampshire — Nisbets cutlery for Jubilee Pavilion (JP) - £485.54 (PAID 20/02/23)
1. J Frosdick — Defibrillator cabinet door - £150.00 (PAID 20/02/23)
Il. AJM Renewables — Solar panels JP Inv 6520 - £9935.00 (PAID 20/02/23)
V. WCCH - Grant for Ropewalker printing - £5053.00 (PAID 20/02/23)
V. PlusNet — DD payment for JP WIFI - ££21.60 (PAID 23/02/23)
VI. K Fullerton — Clerk salary March 2023 + holiday pay accrual - £1529.60 (gross)
VII. K Fullerton — WFH March, MS 365 - £46.28
VIII. P Sandford — Recreation Ground for Children Caretaker salary Feb 2023 - £143.13 (gross)
IX. Somerset County Council — Pension March 23 - £552.98
X. Somerset County Council — Pension deficit recovery amount - £230.00
XI. J Divall — reimbursement of clock for Jubilee Pavilion (JP) - £24.99
XII. SSDC - Invoice 06000059549 Ranger January - £724.18
XIII. SLCC - Annual membership Inv MEM243249-1 - £111.00
XIV. J Barker — Reimburse electronic key lock entry system (JP) - £124.99
RESOLVED: To seek explanation from the absent Clerk for payments X. and XI. Clirs Barker and Neal were given
authority to proceed with all payments if satisfied with the explanation.
ACTION: Clirs Neal, Barker
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8f/22/362 To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts
RESOLVED: To transfer £10,000 to the current account to cover the above payments (8e).
ACTION: Clerk

89/22/363 To receive the bank reconciliation
The bank reconciliation was received, showing a capital balance of £231,727.85 as of the 9" of February 2023.

9/22/364 To discuss Somerset Council LCN preliminary groupings and to ratify /adopt the statement sent by
West Coker Parish Council via email to Clir Val Keitch, describing the preferred grouping arrangement
RESOLVED: To adopt the statement requesting that the Yeovil based LCN 9 include Odcome, Hardington,
Montacute, East Chinnock and Closworth. They were previously grouped in LCN 11 based around Crewkerne.
Members thanked Clir Barker for his efforts in this regard.

10/22/365 To discuss Somerset Council existing ward boundaries and the expected ward boundary review —
Clir Aitken

It was reported that ward boundaries were not an issue at present. The upcoming review will only cover parliamentary
boundaries.

11/22/366 To consider taking part in a consultation on the Somerset Statement of Community involvement —
closes 16" March 2023 — https://somerset.inconsult.uk/sci/consultationHome

Consultation was noted. All Clirs to visit the site and decide (via email) whether the consultation requires a formal
parish council response or just individual responses.

ACTION: ALL

12a/22/367 Highway Matters — To note any blocked drains or potholes
e All blocked drains and pothole issues have been reported to Highways.
e Faults in Font Lane have (seemingly) been marked for rectification.
e Clir Hewitson reported that A30 resurfacing is still scheduled for summer 2023 — members would like it
extended to Wash Corner.
ACTION: Clerk

12b/22/368 Highway Matters — To follow up on the request to Traffic Management (Andy Barron) to extend
the 20MPH zone from East Street along Font Lane to Redwell Terrace and from the 20MPH sign on East Street
to the 20MPH sign on Halves Lane (by the recreation ground)
Clerk to follow up on this request and report back to the next meeting. Additionally, it was noted the Speedwatch
Team are to resume activities in the village. A Speed Indicator Device (SID) location should be identified along East
Street. It’s likely that a pole will be required.

ACTION: Clerk, Clir Neal

12c/22/369 Highway Matters — To follow up on the request to Traffic Management (Andy Barron) to repaint
the pedestrian zone from Wash Corner to Dawe’s Twineworks
Clerk to follow up on this request and report back to the next meeting. The Clerk was also asked to contact Lee
Norman regarding the resurfacing of the A30 and ask if it can be extended to Wash Corner.

ACTION: Clerk

13a/22/370 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment — To note receipt of the acoustic assessment and recommendation report
Noted.

13b/22/371 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment —To hear feedback from Nathan Turnbull (SSDC) regarding the refurbishment of the tennis
courts
The Clerk was asked to follow up the project and inform the next meeting.

ACTION: Clerk

13c/22/372 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment — To note the sale of the remaining storage container to a local resident

It was noted the remaining storage container has now been sold to a local resident for the pre-agreed sum of
£2000.00. Monies have been received and the buyer has removed the container from site.
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14a/22/373 To receive a report on the Recreation Ground for Children.
Clir Barker is currently Chair of the Recreation Ground for Children, pending Clir Perry’s return to duties in due course.
Feedback from the Scouts and Youth Club is all positive. The JP is now receiving bookings for single or regular use
and this is causing some concern for the West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH), although it was noted that no
pavilion booking has yet been a loss to the WCCH and there are no intentions to deliberately seek out bookings from
the WCCH. ClIr Barker reported that the eSafe key safe is now in place and working well. The new, improved,
thermostat for the Main Hall will be installed on the 15" of March by CHG. Both the eSafe and thermostat function
with remote access. Clir McPhee continues to speak to Hardwill regarding the on-going snags requiring rectification
and meets with Hardwill in this regard on the 6% of March 2023. CliIr Barker informed the meeting that the electricity
contract for the JP will be moved to Octopus when the EDF contract expires on the 31t March 2023. Members noted
the land for the play area at Bunford Heights is currently being cleared in preparation for the playground installation.
Clerk to enquire with Somerset Council regarding how involved the parish council can be in the playground installation
and for clarity on ownership and maintenance of the playground area.

ACTION: Clerk

14b/22/374 To receive a report on Dawes Twineworks.
Clir Aitken reported that school feedback on recent visits to Dawe’s was excellent and the Od Arts Festival (May 26-
28) will be a big event for the Twineworks. Dawe’s will have its’ own ‘artist in residence’.

14¢c/22/375 To receive a report on West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH)
Clir Hampshire said the hall was continuing to get regular bookings, although one dance class is finishing because of
prevailing economic conditions. The Clerk should add an item to the next agenda regarding a donation of £500 for the
siting of the storage containers at the WCCH carpark for the duration of the new pavilion project build.

ACTION: Clerk

15a/22/376 To receive correspondence — To note letter from local resident regarding parish council request
to cut back overhanging vegetation
Clir Chubb will assess the situation and feedback if any additional works are required. ldeally tree work could coincide
with resurfacing road closure.

ACTION: Clir Chubb

15a/22/377 To receive correspondence — other items
A marketing email was received offering Coronation decorative materials. Members would like to purchase 10 lamp
post discs at £4.99 each. The Clerk was tasked with adding this proposal to the April agenda.
ACTION: Clerk
14/22/378 To note items for the next agenda
¢ LCN progress
¢ Proposal/invoice for pavilion sign
¢ Proposal to discuss paying a fee for siting the storage containers at the WCCH during the new Jubilee Pavilion
build
e Grit bin acquisition
¢ SID location in East Street
e Postman’s departure — recognition of excellent service to the parish
ACTION: Clerk

15/22/379 Date of the next meeting — 6™ April 2023, 7.30pm at Dawe’s Twineworks

21:30 — Meeting closed
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