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Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting 
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 

Thursday 2nd November 2023 at 7:30pm 
 

Present: 
Cllr D Neal (Chair), Cllr A Perry (Vice Chair), Cllr A McPhee, Cllr B Andrews, Cllr C Barker, Cllr R Aitken, Cllr B 
Hampshire. 
 
In attendance:                    
Kate Fullerton – Clerk 
 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 
None. 
 
ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors 
The Somerset Council (SC) Councillors’ report had been circulated by email prior to the meeting.   
 
19:45 – Meeting opened. 
 
1/23/117   To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Chubb and Blight, and SC Cllrs Patrick and Hewitson. 
RESOLVED:  To accept the above apologies. 
 
2/23/118   To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda 
None. 
 
3/23/119   To approve the Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 5th of October 2023 
RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
4/23/120    To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the agenda 
None. 
 
5/23/121   To receive urgent matters from the Wardens: 

a) Footpath Warden 
 None. 

b) Tree Warden 
 Chair Neal read aloud Cllr Blight’s report stating she is comfortable with the felling of the bird cherry tree 
which is of little amenity value and will be replaced with something more suitable (23/02704/TCA). 

c) Environmental Warden 
 Cllr Andrews has replaced some of the dead trees on the county-owned land but still has 10 more to 

replace. There are 80 trees left over that can be shared amongst the parish, including planting some at 
the allotments. Cllr Andrews suggested planting some trees by the Alms houses, to stop the water run-off 
flooding those properties.  Cllr Perry said she would speak to the tenant farmer of the field by Gooseacre 
Lane, to encourage him to plough the field the other way round to guide water run-off away from the lane. 

ACTION:  Cllr Andrews, Cllr Perry 
6/23/122  Planning: 

a) To consider a response to the Somerset Council consultation on potential leisure planning 
obligations 
A ‘Playing Pitch’ need was identified; to tackle flooding issues, affecting access to the tennis courts and 
the condition of the cricket pitch.  Potentially to purchase new play equipment and to repair the wetpour 
surface. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
b) Applications: 

i. 23/02148/FUL – The New Barn, Coker Hollow, West Coker, Somerset BA22 9FN – Change of 
Use and conversion of storage barn into dwelling. 
RESOLVED:  To object to the application as it requires a Change of Use which councillors felt 
was inappropriate on the open landscape and agricultural land.  
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ii. 23/02549/OUT – Land at Bunford Hollow, West of Watercombe Lane and East of Broadleaze 
Farm, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset – Outline application with some matters reserved except 
access for erection of up to 85 dwellings, associated public open space, landscaping, drainage 
and access.  
RESOLVED: To object to the application due to concerns regarding access/egress and volume 
of traffic. 

iii. 23/02558/FUL – Plot 1B Bunford Park, Land South of the A3088 Western Relief Road, Yeovil, 
Somerset BA20 2HD – The installation of a battery energy storage facility, substation, 
underground cabling and ancillary infrastructure and equipment to include security fence and 
gates. 
RESOLVED: To support the application. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
 

c) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the 
days after the agenda has been circulated and prior to this meeting.  Interested public and parish 
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that 
might be discussed under this item: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-
and-comment-on-a-planning-application/  
 

i. 23/02704/TCA – Notification to fell No. 1 tree within a conservation area at 21 East Street, West 
Coker, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9BE Noted.  
No comments. 

ii. 23/02703/TCA – Notification to carry out tree surgery works on No. 1 tree within a conservation 
area at 7 high Street, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9AG. 
No comments. 
 

d) South Somerset Planning Decisions 
None. 

 
7/23/123    To receive a report on the Ranger activities 
Clive Seaton has retired from his voluntary role overseeing the Ranger’s work in the parish.  Members thanked Clive 
for his hard work and dedication to this post, which has become increasingly challenging over the past year with a 
high turnover of Rangers at Somerset Council.   
 
8/23/124  To receive Cllr Seaton’s letter of retirement from the parish council 
Chair Neal read aloud Cllr Seaton’s letter of retirement.  Chair Neal has arranged a letter of thanks which he will hand 
deliver to Cllr Seaton this week. 
 
9/23/125 To confirm the process of advertising and filling the casual vacancy on the parish council  
The Clerk advised the meeting that a casual vacancy notice needs to be posted to the noticeboards and to democratic 
services at Somerset Council.  Once the fourteen days have passed, and if no election has been called to fill the 
vacancy, a new candidate(s) can be considered and, if suitable, co-opted onto the parish council. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
 

10/23/126 To consider a supplier of mid-height display/heritage boards, detailing footpaths in the parish 
Members suggested a need for three display boards throughout the parish, located at the recreation ground, The 
Square, and Watercombe Heights. The Clerk will obtain three quotes for suitable display cabinets (without the 
artwork). 

ACTION:  Clerk 
11/23/127 To discuss Local Council Network (LCN) matters: 

a) To hear feedback from the LCN meeting of the 1st of November 2023 – Chair Neal/Cllr Perry 
Chair Neal and Cllr Perry attended the online LCN meeting.  Nathan Turnbull was also in attendance in 
his role as Locality Officer.  A Highways Issues Working Group was formed to discuss connectivity and 
accessibility to Yeovil Town.  Cllr Perry said discussions highlighted how lucky West Coker Parish was in 
terms of good transport links, play provision for children, and affordable housing.  Chair Neal asked if a 
boundary review was due to take place and was advised the aim of a review was to change the number 
of councillors representing each ward. 
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12/23/128   Financial and regulatory matters: 
a) To arrange a date for a Financial Committee meeting, to discuss year to date expenditure ‘v’ 

budget, budget 2024/25, and precept 2024/25 
RESOLVED:  To hold the finance meeting on Monday the 6th of November, 2pm, at Cllr Barker’s house. 

ACTION:  Clerk, Cllrs Barker, Perry and McPhee 
 

b) To note any new project ideas for consideration during the budget setting for 2024/25 and beyond 
 Noticeboards detailing local footpaths x3. 
 New footpath from Uplands to Bunford Heights. 
 Recreation Ground field drainage. 

 
c) To receive a grant request from the Citizens Advice Bureau 

RESOLVED:  To grant £250.00 to the Citizens Advice Bureau.   
ACTION:  Clerk 

d) To approve the following payments: 
I. K Fullerton – Clerk salary November - £1457.57 

II. K Fullerton – Monthly expenses reimbursement (wfh& MS365) November - £62.28 
III. P Sandford – Recreation Grd for Children Caretaker salary November - £114.33 
IV. Somerset County Council – Pension November 23 - £490.56 
V. Courtstall Services Ltd – Inv 390422 (NO.2) tennis court renovation - £17,517.00 

VI. Somerset Council – Inv 30033913 Ranger September 2023 -£422.51 
VII. J Barker – Just Host reimbursement (website hosting & security 1yr) - £125.18 

VIII. PWLB Lending Facility – PWLB loan repayment (6 monthly) - £10,359.69 PD DD 
10/11/2023 

IX. PlusNet – Inv 00005698954-012 - £21.60 PD DD 23/10/23 
RESOLVED: Cllrs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.    

ACTION:  Cllrs Neal, Barker  
e) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts 

The Clerk advised that a transfer to the current account of £40,000 would be required this month. 
 

f) To receive the bank reconciliation from the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 
The RFO presented the bank reconciliation as of the 31st of October 2023, showing a capital balance of 
£216,271.13. 
 

13/23/129  Highway Matters: 
a) To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow up required 

by the parish council 
Several drains around the parish are currently blocked with mud from the recent heavy rainfall, on Manor 
Street and East Street (in front of the Alms houses).  The Clerk will ask Lee Norman for assistance. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
b) To note the A30 Hollow rockfall 

Noted. 
 
Additional Highways discussion included:  

 Chair Neal and Cllr Barker informed the meeting of a successful meeting at County Hall to present West 
Coker Parish Council’s arguments in favour or reopening Chinnock Hollow.  Cllr Dance, Cllr Patrick and Cllr 
Rigby were in attendance amongst a few other Somerset Council Officers. 

 Cllr Perry asked the Clerk to write to Tilia Housing to request two suitable locations for the new salt grit bins.   
 It was agreed to store salt grit and sandbags temporarily in the Pound.   
 Cllr Andrews suggested asking the developers of the proposed solar farm on Camp Road, to include a pond 

in their design to alleviate some of the flooding on Camp Road which eventually drains into the village via 
Gooseacre and Dibbles Lane. 

 
14/23/130 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 

refurbishment 
Cllr Barker informed Members the tennis court renovation has proceeded well, with just the finishing layer of tarmac 
left to do. This requiring dry weather, hence, the small delay.  The Smart Access gate has been installed and the LTA 
accreditation applied for.  James Divall is in the process of signing up as the Safeguarding lead for the Recreation 
Ground for Children tennis court provision, as required by the LTA. 
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a) Tennis court renovation: 
i. To confirm the colours for the tennis courts and marking for individual court games (tennis, 

netball, pickleball). 
Members would like to defer their decision until the end of the project. 

 
15/23/131  To receive the following reports: 

a) Recreation Ground for Children – Cllr Barker 
Cllr Barker advised the meeting that the cricket practice nets project is postponed until next year due to 
the continuing wet weather.  The Jubilee Pavilion (JP) continues to be used regularly.  Cllr Barker said he 
would like to increase the JP caretaker’s hours as there are more tasks for him to do. 

b) Dawes Twineworks – Cllr Aitken 
Cllr Aitken said the team have been clearing stinging nettles and weeds in readiness for the wildflower 
planting.  Cllr Andrews offered to help with the flower planting.  The Twineworks are continuing to look for 
volunteers and trustees to join them.  Please contact Ross at: rnaitken@hotmail.com if you are 
interested. 

c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) – Cllr Hampshire 
Cllr Hampshire said the hall continues to be used regularly. They are considering the purchase of new 
chairs for the Committee Room as the current chairs don’t stack well and are a fire hazard. WCCH are 
relying heavily on fundraising to manage financially. 
 

16/23/132  To receive correspondence: 
 Community Review Project 

Noted.  Members felt it could be useful to receive support from the Community Review Project and the 
Clerk was asked to submit an expression of interest. 

 Somerset Council live consultation: Equalities Objectives 2024-28 – closes 17th November – 
https://somersetcouncil.citizenspace.com/communities/equality-objectives-2024-28  
Noted. 

 Letter from West Coker Primary School regarding their plans to join the Richard Huish Trust Academy. 
Members strongly supported this initiative. The Clerk will write a letter in support of their plans to 
academise. 

 S106 acceptance form – tennis court contribution 
Signed and returned to Nathan Turnbull 

ACTION:  Clerk 
17/23/133   To note items for the next agenda 

 Budget 2024/25 
 Precept 2024/25 
 Christmas dinner arrangements – New Inn, January 2024 
 Increase parish council membership to x12 councillors 
 Unity Savings Bank Account application £100,000. 
 Parish Plan Review 

ACTION:  Clerk 
18/23/134   To note the date of the next meeting 

6th November 2023, 2pm – Finance Committee meeting 
7th December 2023 – Full Parish Council Meeting 

 
21:40  Meeting closed 


