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Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of West Coker 

Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 
Thursday 5th January 2023 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: 
Cllr D Neal (Chair), Cllr B Hampshire, Cllr A McPhee, Cllr B Andrews, Cllr R Aitken, Cllr A Blight, Cllr A Chubb, County 
Cllr M Hewitson.  
 
In attendance:                    
Ms K Fullerton (Parish Clerk) 
 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 
No public matters were raised. 
 
ii) To receive reports from District and County Councillors 
The County Cllr reports were circulated via email prior to the meeting.   
 
Cllr Mike Hewitson spoke to members regarding the difficult decisions Somerset County Council (SCC) were having to 
make to balance the budget for 2023/24. County’s expectation is that parish councils will step in to finance the 
services that County can no longer afford to provide from their own budget.  SCC Highways are in the process of 
planning the arrangements to resurface the A30 next year (2023/24).  Members were frustrated at the lack of progress 
on Chinnock Hollow. 
 
19:45 – Meeting opened. 
 
1/22/283   To receive any Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Perry, Seaton, Barker and County Cllr Patrick. 
 
2/22/284  To receive any Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 
3/22/285  To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 1st of December 2022 
RESOLVED: The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 1st of December 
2022. 
 
4/22/286   To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the Agenda 
None. 
 
5a/22/287   To receive urgent matters from the Wardens – Footpath Warden 
Cllr Chubb had nothing to report on the footpaths, other than the muddy and wet conditions due to the time of year. 
 
5b/22/288   To receive urgent matters from the Wardens – Tree Warden 
Cllr Blight had nothing to report. 
 
5c/22/289   To receive urgent matters from the Wardens – Environmental Warden 
Cllr Andrews explained the recent confusion regarding the tree planting project on the County owned land.  Members 
were very disappointed to hear the tenant farmer working with the parish council was displeased with the planting 
arrangements and members wished to remedy the situation immediately.  It was agreed to pause the project at this 
point and to utilise the remaining 100 trees for another project in the parish.  Cllr Andrews agreed to consider other 
planting opportunities.  
RESOLVED:  To bring the tree planting scheme (on County owned land) to a close.  No further tree planting to occur. 
 
6a/22/290  Planning – Applications 
None. 
 
6b/22/291   Planning – To discuss any requirement for an extraordinary meeting to discuss applications that 
have been received since the preparation of this Agenda. 
No requirement for an extraordinary meeting. 
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6c/22/292   Planning - South Somerset Planning Decisions 
22/02962/TEA – Refused 
22/02895/HOU – permitted with conditions. 
22/02851/LBC – permitted with conditions. 
 
7/22/293   To receive a report on the Ranger activities – Clive Seaton   
It was noted the SID had been returned from Barwick and Stoford.  Upcoming work for the ranger to include: Clearing 
the path at Pack Hollow, removing leaves at Font Lane and litter removal at Gooseacre Lane.    
 
8a/22/294   Financial Matters - To record receipt of S106 Commuted Sums for the Jubilee Pavilion 
(maintenance) 
It was noted the sum of £14,768.20 was received on the 23rd of December 2022. 
 
8bi/22/295   Financial Matters - Budget 2023/24 – To make final review of the expenditure and earmarked 
reserves budget  
Members made some final adjustments to the earmarked reserves (see final budget and earmarked reserves 
information at the end of these minutes). 
 
8ci/22/296  Financial Matters – Precept request 2023/24 – To review the tax base for the precept calculation 
It was noted the tax base increased this year, from 832.98 to 870.05. 
 
8cii/22/297  Financial Matters – Precept request 2023/24 – To confirm the precept requirement for 2023/24 
RESOLVED:  To agree a precept request of £62,000, representing a 9% reduction in cost to the band ‘d’ household 
on last year, a saving of £7.25 a year to the band ‘d’ homeowner. 
 
8ciii/22/298  Financial Matters – Precept request 2023/24 – Chairman to sign the precept request form 
RESOLVED:  To support the Chairman signing the precept request form for the sum of £62,000. 
 
8d/22/299  Financial Matters - To approve the following payments: 

 
K Fullerton – Clerk salary January 2023 - £1006.83 
K Fullerton – Working from home allowance (WFH) & Microsoft 365 subscription - £46.28 
P Sandford – Recreation Ground for Children Caretaker salary Jan 2023 - £114.53 
HMRC – PAYE January 23 - £Confidential 
Somerset County Council – Pension January 23 - £320.41 
J Barker – JP window nets for JP - £86.65 
P Divall – Reimburse JP noticeboards – £169.56 
Parsons Landscapes – Inv 16555 grass cutting - £131.21 
West Coker Scouts Group – Grant for the outside project at JP - £500.00 
 

RESOLVED: To approve the payments presented above. 
ACTION:  Cllrs Neal, Barker  

 
8e/22/300   To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts 
It was noted that no transfers were required this month. 
 
9a/22/301   Highway Matters – To note any blocked drains or potholes 

     It was reported a large pothole by the bus shelter in The Square had traffic light cables trailing out of it onto 
the road and creating a possible trip hazard.  The Clerk was asked to report the pothole (and cables) to 
Highways.  

     Cllr Blight was concerned about the condition of a wall outside No.9 East Street.  Chair Neal agreed to follow 
this up.  

    The Clerk was asked to add an agenda item relating to extending the 20mph speed zone further along Font 
Lane to Redwells Terrace. 

    Cllr Chubb suggested the pedestrian zone from Wash Corner to the Twineworks needs clearing of debris and 
remarking by Highways.  The Clerk was asked to request these works. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
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9b/22/302    Highway Matters – To note road closure notice ttro634233SS – F1152/3500 Woodcote, West Coker 
Noted.  Three additional road closure notices had been received since the agenda was produced: ttro699794SS, 
ttro686772SS and SS-04/22-RS005904. 
 
10a/22/303  To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 
refurbishment –To hear feedback from Nathan Turnbull (SSDC) regarding the refurbishment of the tennis 
courts 
Nathan Turnbull is still awaiting some information before the scheme can be confirmed and he advised that West 
Coker would fall into phase 2 of the refurbishment scheme they are planning to run. 
 
10b/22/304  To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 
refurbishment – To consider options for the sale of the remaining two storage shipping containers 
RESOLVED:  To sell the remaining two storage containers to MK Container for the sum of £2000 each.   
 
11b/22/305  To receive a report on the Recreation Ground for Children. 
Cllr McPhee has received a donated rose for planting near the Jubilee Pavilion.  Cllr Blight had to ask a family to 
remove their dog from the playing fields in line with current rules of use – no dogs allowed. 
 
11c/22/306  To receive a report on Dawes Twineworks. 
Cllr Aitken shared the exciting news that the Od Arts Festival 2023 would be taking place from the 26th to the 28th this 
year and, as always, they have some fantastic artists involved. 
 
11d/22/307  To receive a report on West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) 
Cllr Hampshire confirmed that the hall continues to remain busy. They are currently fundraising for a front and rear 
carpark renovation and the roof.  
 
12/22/308  To receive correspondence 

 
13/22/309  To note items for the next agenda 

 Venue for future parish council meetings  
 To extend the 20mph zone along Font Lane to Redwells Terrace 
 Repaint the pedestrian zone from Wash Corner to Dawes Twineworks. 
 Grit bin at Denzil Close  
 Grant WCCH 

ACTION:  Clerk 
 
14/22/310   Date of the next meeting – 2nd February 2023, 7.30pm at Dawe’s Twineworks 
 
21:10 – Meeting closed 
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2023/24     22/11/2022 

Budget    £           78,310.00  

Earmarked Funds c/o 01/04/2023   

Jubilee Maintenance Fund (S106)  £14,768.20   

New Pavilion Project   £      84,500.00    

Play/Fitness equipment  £              10,000.00   £      10,000.00    

Solar Panels JP    £      18,660.00    

WCCF  £                4,000.00   £       4,000.00    

Ropewalker publication   £       4,000.00    

LCNs Expenditure on shortfall of services  £      15,000.00    

Electric storage battery   £      12,000.00    
      
Total Earmarked Funds    £          162,928.20  

Contingency    £           62,086.20  

     £          303,324.40  

      
Total funds in bank Apr 1st, 2023 (estimated)   £          122,024.39  

PWLB Loan funds c/o    £           83,376.50  

S106 Commuted sums JP    £           14,768.20  

VAT refund due 2022/23    £             2,720.31  

Income from Sale of 3 x Storage Containers   £             6,000.00  

SSDC Grant for 50% of solar panels   £           12,435.00  

Precept 22/23    £           62,000.00  
      

       £          303,324.40  
 
 


