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Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU
Thursday 5t October 2023 at 7:30pm

Present:
Clir D Neal (Chair), Clir A Perry (Vice Chair), Clir A McPhee, Clir B Andrews, CliIr A Blight, Clir C Barker, ClIr R Aitken,
Clir A Chubb.

In attendance:
Kate Fullerton — Clerk, 8 Members of the public

i) Public Session — to hear any matters from the public

Several members of the public were present to voice their objections to the proposed solar farm installation on Camp
Road. The public members appealed to the parish council ahead of the parish council’s formal consideration of the
planning application agenda item. Objections related to visual impact, loss of agricultural land, industrialisation of a
rural area, concerns about the removal of equipment at the end of the lease period.

ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors
The Somerset Council (SC) Councillors’ report had been circulated by email prior to the meeting.

19:45 — Meeting opened.

1/23/100 To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them
Apologies were received from Clirs Hampshire and Seaton, and SC Clirs Patrick and Hewitson.
RESOLVED: To accept the above apologies.

2/23/101 To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda
Clir Perry declared an interest in planning item 6Dii which related to her residence.

3/23/102 To approve the Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 7t" of September 2023
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

4/23/103 To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the agenda
None.

5/23/104 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens:

a) Footpath Warden
It was reported that the Brookside to the Church footpath sign has fallen and needs reinstating. The
permissive footpath through the maize field has been cut but is still rough underfoot but will settle over
time.

b) Tree Warden
ClIr Blight reported that the copper beach tree on the church grounds has been removed. A TPO has
been received for work at The Manor.

c) Environmental Warden
Clir Andrews has calculated that of the 200+ trees planted on county-owned land, about 25 have died
and will need replacing. He thought that perhaps 10% of that 25 died because of damage caused during
the hedge flailing process and Clir Andrews would like to increase hedge cover to protect the trees from
the flailing process in future. ClIr Perry cautioned that express permission should be sought from the
farmer to plant the replacement trees. Regarding the Camp Road solar farm installation, Clir Andrews felt
there was scope for more ecological and biodiversity benefits.

6/23/105 Planning:

a) To consider any projects that could benefit from S106 funding connected to the imminent
Bunford Hollow planning application
Members chose to defer this item to the November meeting.

b) To record feedback from the September public meeting regarding the solar farm proposal for
Camp Road.
Chair Neal said the meeting was well attended (45 attendees). Organised largely by Conrad Energy, with
the planner Ben Lewis, Camp Road landowner, and Leonardo representatives involved in the

70

Signed: Dated:




ol ; 7
Chair: Mr David Neal, 60 High Street, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset. BA22 9AT %&j?éé @@%’?j’gf
Telephone: 01935 862402 Email: davidneal60@btinternet.com
Clerk: Ms Kate Fullerton, 25 Helena Road, Yeovil BA20 2HQ Farish - Y
Telephone: 07712 398985 Email: westcokerpc@hotmail.co.uk Council 's/\:’

presentation and willing to take questions from the public. Members agreed it was an informative and
useful meeting.

c) To consider an appropriate Community Benefits Agreement (CBA) to present to Conrad Energy to
mitigate issues connected with the (potential) installation and location of the Camp Road solar
farm
Chair Neal said the parish council were involved in discussions with Conrad Energy and were trying to
maximise the potential benefits for the parish to mitigate the issues connected to the solar farm
installation. The parish council had researched CBAs in other parishes and towns and were using them
as a basis for discussion with Conrad. Discussions were on-going with no ‘agreement’ in place to date.

d) Applications:

i. 23/02111/FUL — Qriginal and amended plans — Solar PV farm and associated infrastructure
including battery energy storage and access arrangements and cable run to supply renewable
electricity to Leonardo — Land South of Camp Road, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset.
RESOLVED: To object to the application for the following reasons: not to use agricultural land
for this purpose, site requires two access points rather than one, needs more ecological and
biodiversity initiatives, doesn’t utilise Leonardo carparks or roofs, battery storage is more
appropriate and safer on the Leonardo site, a firm requirement to reinstate the land to its’ pre-
solar farm state.

ii. 23/02354/HOU — Corner Barn Farm, Primrose Hill, East Coker, Yeovil, somerset BA22 9NH —
Extension to farmhouse to form an annexe.

RESOLVED: To support the application.

ACTION: Clerk
e) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the
days after the agenda has been circulated and prior to this meeting. Interested public and parish
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that
might be discussed under this item: https://www.somerset.qov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-
and-comment-on-a-planning-application/

i 23/02027/HOU — 26 Font Villas, West Coker, Yeovil BA22 9BY — Erection of decking
(retrospective).
RESOLVED: To support the application with comments asking if planning is required for the
erection of decking.
f) South Somerset Planning Decisions
None.

7/23/106 To receive a report on the Ranger activities — Clive Seaton

Clive Seaton informed the parish council that the new Ranger has informed him that he is leaving Somerset Council
imminently for a new position elsewhere. Quentin Coleman hasn’t yet informed Clive of the situation with the Ranger
or who will be replacing him.

Members were concerned with the increased amount of work involved for Clive, frequently showing new Rangers
around the parish only for them to leave a short time later.

8/23/107 To consider an approach for replacing any dead trees recently planted on County owned land as
part of Clir Andrews’ tree planting project
Members agreed that Chair Neal will approach the farmer of the land to request permission to access the land and
plant the replacement trees.
ACTION: Chair Neal
9/23/108  To consider the purchase of mid-height display/heritage boards, detailing footpaths in the parish
The item was deferred until the November meeting.
ACTION: Clerk
10/23/109 To discuss Local Council Network (LCNs) matters:
a) The Government Boundary Review (2023) — strategy to protect the current West Coker parish
boundaries
Clir Aitken suggested Chair Neal and CliIr Perry find an opportunity to speak to the Yeovil Without
Chairman regarding concerns about the current parish boundaries and a land grab by Yeovil Town
Council.
ACTION: Chair Neal, Clir Perry
11/23/110 Financial and regulatory matters:
a) Toreceive the AGAR Section 3 External Auditor Report and Certificate of Completion 2022/23
Noted. The parish council congratulated the Clerk on a clean audit with ‘no other items’ reported.
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b)

c)

d)

f)

12/23/111

Signed:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

To confirm the Notice of Completion of Audit 2022/23 has been shared on the parish council
website and noticeboards.
Confirmed.
To reconsider an appropriate fixed term saving account for £80,000 of parish council funds as
NS&l is only open to private customers (not businesses)
Members were not interested in the CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund due to it not offering the
compensatory scheme cover for the funds invested.
RESOLVED: To ask the RFO to identify an alternative High Street bank that would include the
compensatory scheme cover for funds up to £85,000.
ACTION: Clerk
To approve the following payments:
l. K Fullerton — Clerk salary October - £1162.20 (gross)

1. K Fullerton — WFH October & Expense reimbursements (MS365) - £46.28

Il. P Sandford — Recreation Grd for Children Caretaker salary October - £143.13 (gross)

V. Somerset County Council — Pension October 23 - £323.09

V. Somerset Council — Inv30029693 Ranger August 2023 - £1056.28

VI. Yarcombe Woodland — Grant to ‘Little Acorns’ supply of second-hand shed - £250.00

PD14/9/23
VILI. PKEF Littlejohn LLP — Inv SB20232114 — External audit 2022/23 - £1260.00
VIII. PlusNet — Inv 00005698954-011 - £21.60 PD DD 23/09/23

IX. SALC — Affiliation annual invoice 2735 - £591.32

X. Courtstall Services Ltd — Inv 390405 — 25% deposit for tennis court refurb - £18,363.00

XI. Hallmaster — Inv 11049 50% to be recharged to WCCH - £451.20
RESOLVED: Clirs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.

ACTION: Clirs Neal, Barker

To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts
The Clerk advised that a transfer to the current account of £30,000 would be required this month.
To receive the bank reconciliation from the Responsible Financial Officer (RFO)
The RFO presented the bank reconciliation as of the 5" of October 2023, showing a capital balance of
£239,573.45.

Highway Matters:
To note any remaining snags following the completion of the A30 resurfacing project
Chair Neal confirmed he had emailed Clir Hewitson the snagging list. An additional snag was identified
by Clir McPhee, being a drain blocked with asphalt on the chicane near the ‘Keep Clear’ sign, East
bound.

ACTION: Chair Neal
To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow up required
by the parish council
None.
To note the report of the drain cover on the High Street, prone to flipping when hit by vehicles
(opposite Nos. 3 and 5 High Street)
Noted.
To consider landscaping improvements on the Watercombe Heights entrance verges and grassy
areas
Members asked the Clerk to request improvements to the grassy area in front of the parish council
noticeboard.

ACTION: Clerk

To adopt the objection to the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to close Chinnock Hollow, drafted
and proposed by Clir Barker, and to confirm its formal submission
Clir Barker informed Members that he and Chair Neal have been invited to meet with Clir Adam Dance,
Mike Rigby and Andrew Turner to discuss the parish council’s objection in more depth.
RESOLVED: To unanimously support the objection drafted by Clir Barker and support their attendance
at the meeting.
To note TTRO355522S — Higher Burton Road, East Coker - WW
Noted.
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15/23/114
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To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field

refurbishment
Tennis court renovation:

i To ratify the decision to opt for a 1:200 court gradient at a cost of £14,265.00 + VAT — additional

project cost.

RESOLVED: To include a 1:200 court gradient to the scheduled works at an additional cost of

£14,265.00.

ii. To confirm the colours for the tennis courts and marking for individual court games (tennis,

netball, pickleball).

Members would like to defer their decision until the end of the project.

To receive the following reports:
Recreation Ground for Children

Clir McPhee informed Members that the solar panel installer had agreed to replace the broken solar
panels free of charge. This was a one-off offer and unlikely to be repeated if more panels are broken in

the future. ClIr Barker updated all on the progress of the tennis court renovation.

Dawes Twineworks — ClIr Aitken

Clir Aitken informed Members of the scything event taking place at Dawe’s this coming weekend. All
welcome. The Fig tree has been cut back and is looking healthy and they have purchased £200 of
wildflower seeds to plant on site. The Twineworks are continuing to look for volunteers and trustees to

join them. Please contact Ross at: rnaitken@hotmail.com if you are interested.

West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) — Clir Hampshire
Chair Neal said the WCCH were investigating some roof issues.

To receive correspondence:

Report to the Somerset Independent Remuneration Panel — 12t September 2023 — Parish Council

Scheme of Allowances.

Noted.

Update on the Octagon Theatre Project
Noted.

To note items for the next agenda

To arrange a Finance Committee meeting in November/December
YTD figures of spend v budget 2023/24

Budget 2024/25

Precept 2024/25

Potential solar farm CBA funded project(s) 2024/25

New long-term projects requiring earmarked funds 2024/25
Chinnock Hollow — feedback from meeting — Chair Neal/Cllr Barker
Christmas dinner arrangements

AB apologies for Nov PC & Rec Ground meetings

To note the date of the next meeting
274 November 2023 — Full Parish Council Meeting

21:30 Meeting closed

Signed:

Dated:

ACTION: Clerk
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