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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of West Coker 
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 

Thursday 6th April 2023 at 7:30pm 
 

Present: 
Cllr D Neal (Chair), Cllr A Perry (Vice Chair), Cllr A McPhee, Cllr B Andrews, Cllr R Aitken, Cllr A Blight, Cllr G Seaton, 
Cllr C Barker.  
 
In attendance:                    
Kate Fullerton – Clerk, and three members of the public. 
 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 
The Secretary of West Coker and Hardington Cricket Club spoke about the licence process for their club licence at the 
Jubilee Pavilion.  Whilst waiting for the club licence the cricket club have applied for 4 TENs licences to cover up-
coming events.  Cllr Hampshire is keeping a running total of TENs applied for by users, as the premises will only be 
granted a maximum of 21 TENs in any one calendar year. 
 
ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors 
The Cllr report was circulated via email prior to the meeting.   
 
19:45 – Meeting opened. 
 
1/23/001   To receive any Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Chubb and Hampshire and Somerset Council Cllrs Patrick and Hewitson. 
 
2/23/002   To receive any Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 
3/23/003   To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 2nd of March 2023 
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
4/23/004    To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the Agenda 
None. 
 
5/23/005   To receive urgent matters from the Wardens: 

a) Footpath Warden 
 Nothing to report. 

b) Tree Warden 
 Cllr Blight has supported the planting of trees on the Ridge to replace those affected by ash dieback.  The 
trees were planted by Cllr Andrews from surplus trees from the tree project. Cllr Blight has spoken to the 
Council Tree Officer regarding the unsympathetic cutting back of trees and hedges on land off East 
Street. Cllr Andrews has sent a comprehensive report to the tree officer regarding the same issue. 

c) Environmental Warden 
 Nothing further to report.  

 
6/23/006  Planning: 

a) Applications 
None. 

b) To discuss any requirement for an extraordinary meeting to discuss applications that have been 
received since the preparation of this Agenda 
23/000920/TCA came in after the agenda but members had no comments and were content to leave the 
decision to Somerset Council. 

c) South Somerset Planning Decisions 
None. 

 
7/23/007    To receive a report on the Ranger activities – Clive Seaton   
Clive Seaton reported the Ranger work schedule has been a little chaotic of late, with another change in person 
assigned to the parish.  Recent work has included cleaning the village entrance stones and fingerposts, tidying up the 
BMX track and recreation ground entrance, and clearing the drains on Green Lane and the bottom of Gooseacre 
Lane.  A corner stone in The Square needs replacing and has been reported to Somerset Council Highways.  
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ACTION:  Clive Seaton/Ranger 
8/23/008  To confirm the arrangements for the annual parish council meeting 
The Annual Parish Council meeting will take place, as usual, on the usual parish council meeting date in May, which 
falls on the 4th of May this year. Meeting to start a little earlier at 7.15pm. 
 
9/23/009 To confirm the arrangements for the annual parish meeting (1st March – 1st June 2023) 
RESOLVED:  To hold the Annual Meeting of the Parish at the Jubilee Pavilion on the 18th of May 7pm - 8.30pm, with 
refreshments. The Clerk was asked to ensure a public invite to the event is included in the May edition of the 
Ropewalker.  Invites to be extended to parish community groups as usual, to present at the meeting regarding what 
they have done with parish council grants and support (Scouts, Youth Club, Cricket Club, WCCH, Social Committee, 
Od Arts Festival). 

ACTION:  Clerk 
 
10/23/010 To recognise the excellent service of the local former postman 
Members thought it would be a good opportunity to mention the former postman and present thanks at the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish.  Members would cover the cost of any gifts in this respect. 
 
11/23/011 To discuss Local Council Network (LCNs) matters 

a) To receive an email confirming the rearranged LCN 9 and LCN 11 groupings as per parish council 
wishes 
Members thanked Cllr Barker for instigating this positive and essential change to the LCN groupings. 

b) To consider arranging a meeting with other Coker Ward parishes in LCN 9 
Members felt that although this was a good idea, it should be arranged once more information was known 
about what the LCNs are designed to accomplish. 

c) To clarify the role of the LCN in parish council matters and decide who will attend future online 
meetings 
RESOLVED:  Members felt Chair Neal and Vice Chair Perry should attend the LCN meetings, to convey 
the seriousness with which the LCN business is being taken by the parish.  Additionally, the Clerk should 
attend. 

ACTION:  Cllrs Neal & Perry, Clerk 
 
12/23/012   Financial Matters: 

a) To note re-enrolment and re-declaration of legal duties with the Pensions Regulator 
Noted.  The Clerk will perform the required duties imminently. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
b) To review the West Coker interim audit report for 2022/23 and form a plan to implement the 

suggestions 
Members had thoroughly considered the interim audit report and felt all suggestions could easily be 
incorporated in processes going forwards. It was agreed the report was incredibly positive, especially 
considering the high number of transactions involved in the new pavilion project, with this year’s internal 
audit report putting a heavy emphasis upon governance as well as the financial processes.  

ACTION:  Clerk 
c) To confirm the purchase of two small, yellow grit bins 

Item deferred as the bins have not yet been bought.  The Clerk will make the purchase asap. 
ACTION:  Clerk 

d) To approve the following payments: 
 

I. K Fullerton – Clerk salary April 2023 - £1055.63 
II. K Fullerton – WFH April, MS 365 - £46.28 

III. P Sandford – Recreation Ground for Children Caretaker salary Apr 2023 - £143.13 (gross) 
IV. Somerset County Council – Pension April 23 - £160.08 
V. SSDC – Invoice 06000059843 Ranger February - £768.30 

VI. J Barker – JP reimbursements - £740.08 
VII. Noise Stop – Inv1989 acoustic panels JP - £2318.40 

VIII. Microshade Business Consultants Ltd – Inv 17343 internal audit 22/23 -£300.00 
IX. J Frosdick – Reimburse defibrillator pads - £224.40 
X. B Hampshire – Reimburse JP purchases - £104.29 

XI. RBLI Shop – Coronation decoration - £51.59 
XII. PlusNet – WIFI JP - £21.60 PAID BY DD 24/04/23 

RESOLVED: Cllrs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising all payments.  
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ACTION:  Cllrs Neal, Barker  
e) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts 

RESOLVED: To transfer £10,000 to the current account to cover the above payments (d). 
 
 

f) To receive the bank reconciliation  
The bank reconciliation was received, showing a capital balance of £223,409.77 as of the 30th of March 
2023. 

 
13/23/013  Highway Matters: 

a) To note any blocked drains or potholes 
 Gutter drain opposite the village hall blocked. 
 Drain opposite Green Lane blocked. 
 Pothole by Pack Hollow. 

ACTION:  Cllr Neal, Clerk 
b) To consider a proposal from Cllr Andrews to extend the 20mph zone throughout the village 

Cllr Andrews had drawn up a proposal to reduce the whole village to 20mph.  Members were not keen at 
this time, although Cllr Andrews thought it might become mandatory soon.  A vote on extending the 
20mph zone to the whole village was taken but not carried. 

c) Follow up on the request to Traffic Management (Andy Barron) to increase the 20mph zone from 
East Street along Font Lane to Redwells Terrace and along Halves Lane to the recreation ground 
The Clerk is still waiting on a price for these works and will advise at the next meeting, if received by 
then. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
d) Follow up on the request to Traffic Management (Andy Barron) to repaint the pedestrian zone 

from Wash Corner to Dawes Twineworks 
Members decided not to proceed with this idea as it would require a small improvement scheme which 
Somerset Council are not offering at the present time. 

e) To consider an appropriate location on East Street for the Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
Cllr Neal is going to arrange to meet Andy Barron to sign off the location of the SID on East Street. 

ACTION: Cllr Neal 
f) To consider asking Somerset Council to extend the agreed and imminent A30 resurfacing project 

to just past Wash Corner 
RESOLVED:  To ask for the resurfacing project to be extended. Members wanted to understand why 
Somerset Council have left it so late to tender for the A30 resurfacing project due to happen in summer 
2023.  The Clerk was asked to enquire.  

ACTION:  Clerk 
g) To note the Electric Scooter Experimental Order 2023 

Noted. 
h) To note road closure notices: 

i. Ttro914824SS -Dowleaze, West Coker 
ii. Ttro197874SS -Main Street, East Coker 
iii. Ttro054263SS – Main Street, East Coker 
iv. Ttro901323SS – Camp Road, West Coker 
v. Ttro833401SS – Pig Hill, Hardington 

 
 

14/23/014 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 
refurbishment 

a) To receive confirmation from Beth Poole (SSDC) the revised S106 Playing Pitch project funding is 
secured and the project can proceed 
Noted. 

b) To sign the purchase order for the S106 playing pitch project - two lane practice nets – Total Play 
Sports Surface Specialists 
RESOLVED:  To sign the purchase order. 

c) To hear feedback from the Teams online meeting with Nathan Turnbull (SSDC) regarding the 
refurbishment of the tennis courts – Cllr Barker 
Cllr Barker shared feedback from the recent meeting with Nathan Turnbull, James Deem (LTA) and 
Rupert Cox (Chair to Long Sutton parish council).  There is a potential budget of £80,000 for the tennis 
court refurbishment works in the three parishes.  It is yet to be understood whether this sum will be split 
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between two or three parishes (dependant on Milborne Port signing up to the scheme).  Each parish 
needs to contribute at least 50% of the refurbishment cost.  Cllr Barker suggested the contract skills of 
Slade Parry (or similar) would be required for the project. 

i. To formally agree to work with Long Sutton Parish Council on a dual tennis court 
refurbishment project (possibly with the addition of a third parish council – Milborne Port) 
RESOLVED:  To work with Long Sutton and potentially Milborne Port on the tennis court 
refurbishment. 

ii. To draw up a technical specification (based on a document supplied by the Lawn Tennis 
Association) to be advertised on the Contract Finders website, as required for all public 
contracts exceeding £30,000 (formerly £25,000) 
RESOLVED:  Cllr Barker to draw up a technical specification for this purpose and to post to the 
Contract Finders website. 

ACTION:  Cllr Barker 
d) To discuss a payment request from a local man for the supply of a handmade sign for the Jubilee 

Pavilion - £TBA 
The item was deferred to the May meeting as no invoice was received. 

e) To receive and discuss a payment request from West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) for 
siting three storage containers in their rear carpark during the new pavilion build - £TBA 
The item was deferred to the May meeting as no invoice was received. 

f) To receive feedback from the defect’s inspection meeting with Slade Parry 
Cllr McPhee reported the defects meeting took place as scheduled and a report has been generated on 
the outstanding snags.  The electrics and shower snags are still pending although the cracks inside and 
outside have now been filled and repainted.  

 
15/23/015  To receive the following reports: 

a) Recreation Ground for Children – Cllr Barker 
Cllr Barker reported the contract for electric has switched, as of 1st of April 2023, to Octopus, and this 
new agreement includes a system of reimbursement for electricity generated by the solar panels.  Cllr 
Barker credited Cllr Andrews for the initial idea to install solar panels.  Nets are now in place to protect 
the Jubilee Pavilion windows, although the solar panels aren’t yet protected.  Cllr Barker plans to remind 
the cricket club of their promise to install carpets to their area (to protect the floor). 

b) Dawes Twineworks – Cllr Aitken 
The team attended a great meeting recently to discuss hosting Od Arts Festival and the necessary 
arrangements.  The festival takes place from May 26th to May 28th, with Dawes hosting the local schools 
on May 26th and the general public from 27th – 28th May.  Volunteer marshals are required for this event.  
The Dawes team are considering installing solar panels. 

c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) – Cllr Hampshire 
Nothing to report. 

 
16/23/016  To receive correspondence: 

a) To respond to an invitation from Gigaclear to meet and discuss the upcoming installation in West 
Coker 
Noted and Zoom meeting arranged with Gigaclear. 

ACTION: Cllrs Neal, Hampshire 
b) To receive a letter of thanks from WCCH regarding the recent grant for printing costs of the 

Ropewalker parish magazine 
Noted with thanks. 

c) To note correspondence from a resident of East Street regarding speeding concerns 
Noted and actioned (see item 13/22/000e) 

 
17/23/017   To note items for the next agenda 

 AGAR 2022/23 
 Internal Audit Report 
 End of Year Financials 
 Annual Meeting of the Parish 
 Tennis Court Project 

ACTION:  Clerk 
 
18/23/018   To note the date of the next meeting 

4th May 2023, 7.15pm at Dawe’s Twineworks 
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21:40  Meeting closed 


