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Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting 
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 

Thursday 6th July 2023 at 7:30pm 
 

Present: 
Cllr D Neal (Chair), Cllr A Perry (Vice Chair), Cllr A McPhee, Cllr B Andrews, Cllr A Blight, Cllr G Seaton, Cllr A 
Chubb, Cllr B Hampshire, Cllr C Barker. 
 
In attendance:                    
Kate Fullerton – Clerk, and one member of the public. 
 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 
Members were extremely saddened to hear of the recent passing of Mr John Morton. He was well known in the parish 
and a community minded person who volunteered his time generously for many years, helping to keep the drains in 
the parish clear and functioning.  
 
A member of the public said how enjoyable the weekend cricket game was to watch, vibrant and fun. 
 
ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors 
The Somerset Council Councillors’ report was circulated via email prior to the meeting.   
 
19:30 – Meeting opened. 
 
1/23/059   To receive any Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Aitken and Somerset Council Cllrs Patrick and Hewitson. 
 
2/23/060   To receive any Declarations of Interest 
None. 
 
3/23/061   To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 1st of June 2023 
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
4/23/062    To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the Agenda 
None. 
 
5/23/063   To receive urgent matters from the Wardens: 

a) Footpath Warden 
 Cllr Chubb was advised of a broken post at East Close needing repair. The broken part could be found in 
the nearby hedge.  The footpath at Balidon Estate is overgrown and almost impassable and considered 
too much work for the Ranger.  The Clerk will follow up her report to Somerset Council on this matter.  
The path originally belonged to SSDC (pre-merger) and is not believed to be on the rights of way register.  
Cllr Chubb agreed to write an article for the Ropewalker, on how to report overgrown footpaths online 
rather than via the parish council. 

ACTION:  Clerk, Cllr Chubb 
b) Tree Warden 

 Cllr Blight reported there have been issues with damaged trees at the new Bunford Heights site, saying 
the landscaping quality appears particularly poor on this development and that Phil Poulton has filed a 
report to the planning department. 

c) Environmental Warden 
 Cllr Andrews shared his thoughts on the potential solar farm installation at Camp Road.  He thinks the 

parish council should secure a sensible financial reimbursement if it succeeds in going ahead (like an 
S106 agreement when development takes place).  In his opinion, solar farm planning applications are 
usually rejected because of landscaping issues.  Conditions such as rectification of the land at the end of 
the lease, no cement, and recycling of materials used should be included in any planning permission 
granted by Somerset Council (South). 

 
6/23/064  Planning: 

a) Applications: 
 None. 
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b) To discuss any requirement for an extraordinary meeting to discuss applications that have been 
received since the preparation of this Agenda 
None. 

c) South Somerset Planning Decisions 
23/01081/HOU – Application permitted with conditions. 

 
7/23/065    To receive a report on the Ranger activities – Clive Seaton   
Clive Seaton reported the Ranger has tidied up the BMX track, cleared vegetation by Teal Cottage and is still working 
on tidying up The Ridge.  Quentin Coleman (Somerset Council) has agreed to send Clive weekly reports detailing the 
Rangers work which will help with record keeping and invoice checking. 
 
8/23/066  To consider a method of bringing younger councillors on to the parish council when there is a full 
set of councillors already in place – Cllr Chubb 
Chair Neal recently spoke (at the Annual Meeting of the Parish) about the need for a younger generation of parish 
councillor, acknowledging that the current councillors are mostly of a certain age.   Cllr Chubb said he was aware of 
two young parishioners potentially interested in becoming parish councillors and asked the question “how do we 
engage with them and make room for these young people on the parish council when we are fully represented”. One 
suggestion was to have an ‘Emerging Councillors Committee’ to engage any interested persons before the next 
election.  Cllr Barker and Chair Neal agreed to draft a Ropewalker article on this matter to harness any interested 
parishioners and show them the process for getting involved prior to the next election. 

ACTION:  Chair Neal, Cllr Barker 
9/23/067 To discuss Local Council Network (LCNs) matters: 

a) To note an amendment to the date of the first official LCN meeting, now scheduled for the 20th of 
July 2023 at 7pm, Yeovil Sports Club, Johnson Park, Yeovil 
Chairman Neal and Cllr Perry noted the new date to attend in person. 

ACTION:  Chair Neal, Cllr Perry 
b) To discuss a strategy to protect the West Coker parish boundary when the Parliamentary 

Boundary Review takes place in 2023 – Cllr Aitken 
This item was deferred in Cllr Aitken’s absence, to be discussed at the September meeting instead.  

 
10/23/068   Financial and regulatory matters: 

a) To approve the grant of £1000 to the Recreation Ground for Children  
RESOLVED:  To grant the Recreation Ground for Children £1000.  Additionally, it was recognised, to 
cover Recreation Ground for Children expenses in the next few months, another £500 transfer would be 
required.  The Clerk was asked to add this additional grant of £500 to the September agenda for 
consideration. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
b) To consider banking solutions to invest the current funds held in the Lloyds bank accounts that 

are above the Financial Services Compensation Scheme amount of £85,000 
The Clerk explained the extent of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme and that roughly 
£176,000 of parish council funds banked with Lloyds exceeded the compensatory figure, so wouldn’t be 
covered by the scheme.  Members asked the Clerk to look for another High Street bank to deposit 
£80,000 and noted that although the Lloyds account would still exceed £85,000, perhaps £35,000 of 
those excess funds would be used within the next few months on the tennis court refurbishment.  The 
Lloyds balance could be reviewed after the tennis court refurbishment costs have been paid and suitable 
action considered. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
c) To approve the following payments: 

I. West Coker Recreation Ground for Children – Grant - £1000 PAID JUNE 2023 
II. K Fullerton – Clerk salary July + overtime for 6 months - £1749.11 (gross) 

III. K Fullerton – WFH July & Expense reimbursements (MS365) - £46.28 
IV. P Sandford – Recreation Ground for Children Caretaker salary July 2023 - £143.13 (gross) 
V. Somerset County Council – Pension July 23 - £486.25 

VI. K Fullerton – Clerk salary August 2023 - £1162.20 (gross) 
VII. K Fullerton – Monthly expenses and reimbursement (wfh & MS365) - £46.28 

VIII. P Sandford – Recreation Ground caretaker August 2023 - £143.13 (gross) 
IX. Somerset Council – Pension August 2023 - £323.09 
X. PH Hardwill – Inv 49990 (Final retention release) - £16,716.06 

XI. J Frosdick – Reimbursement for replacement defibrillator pads - £150.00 
XII. B Docking – Invoice 18/05/23 JP Wooden sign - £300.15 
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XIII. Parsons Landscapes Ltd – Inv16792 & Inv16846 - £721.62 
XIV. PlusNet – WIFI JP (grant) - £21.60 PAID BY DD 23/06/23 
XV. Somerset Council – Ranger Inv30017616 - £479.60 

XVI. K Fullerton – Reimburse Screwfix invoice for 2 x salt grit bins - £199.98 
RESOLVED: Cllrs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.    

ACTION:  Cllrs Neal, Barker  
d) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts 

The Clerk advised that a transfer of £10,000 would be required this month. 
RESOLVED:  To transfer £10,000 to the current account. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
11/23/069  Highway Matters: 

a) To adopt a response drafted by Cllr Barker regarding Chinnock Hollow, in response to Somerset 
Council’s press release on the permanent closure of the road 
RESOLVED:  Members supported Chair Neal, Cllr Barker and Cllr Aitken attending the Somerset Council 
full council meeting and speaking on behalf of the parish council along the lines of the statement. 

b) To note any blocked drains or potholes 
Members noted that most blocked drains along the A30 would be repaired and cleared during the 
resurfacing project next month. 

c) To consider public feedback regarding the suggestion to increase the 20MPH zone from East 
Street along Font Lane to Redwells Terrace and along Halves Lane to the Recreation Ground 
Members considered the public feedback received in response to the suggestion that the 20MPH zone 
was extended.  However, at this time, did not want to spend up to £15,000 for this purpose and agreed to 
shelve the idea for now.  Members would rather install the SID more frequently in this location (Halves 
Lane by the Recreation Ground) and request the Speedwatch Team, once up and running again, to 
monitor this area closely. 

d) To note road closure notices: 
i. TTRO75294SS – Primrose Hill, Holywell and Halves Lane 

Noted. 
ii. TTRO97558SS – WW – Church Street, West Coker 

Noted. 
iii. TTRO304304SS– Preston Road, Yeovil 

Noted. 
iv. TTRO0180286SS – High Street, West Coker Hill and Coker Hollow, West Coker 

Noted. 
v. SS30/0523/SD007627 – Partway Lane, Hardington 

Noted. 
vi. SS31/0523/SD007628 – West Coker Hill, East Chinnock and West Coker 

Noted. 
 
12/23/070 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 

refurbishment 
a) To consider three quotes to refurbish the tennis courts – Cllr Barker.   

On the advice of the Clerk, this item was deferred until Cllr Barker had comparable quotes from each 
supplier.  It was also noted the extent of works to be done had not yet been agreed and required further 
consideration.  An extraordinary meeting would most likely be called during August to consider the extent 
of works and the three comparable quotes. 

b) To consider a quote for a Smart Access entry gate for the tennis courts – Cllr Barker 
RESOLVED:  To accept the quote of £4,500 for supply and installation. Annual maintenance charge of 
£536 after the first year.  First year maintenance £156.00.  As there is only one supplier for this LTA 
approved gate access system, no other quotes could be considered. 

ACTION:  Clerk, Cllr Barker 
c) To discuss a payment request from a local man for the supply of a handmade sign for the Jubilee 

Pavilion 
RESOLVED:  This purchase was initially made without the formal consent of the parish council, however, 
Members voted to agree the purchase retrospectively.  The Clerk noted this was not in accordance with 
standing orders or financial regulations. 
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13/23/071  To receive the following reports: 
a) Recreation Ground for Children 

Cllr Barker reported the solar panels are generating about £900 over a six-month period. 
b) Dawes Twineworks – Cllr Aitken 

The Twineworks are looking for volunteers and trustees to join them.  Please contact Ross at: 
rnaitken@hotmail.com if you are interested in volunteering. 

c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) – Cllr Hampshire 
Cllr Hampshire reported they had recently received a positive risk assessment that indicated no need for 
a fire escape at the Commemoration Hall.  They do require an access barrier for the top car park and are 
still hoping to find a volunteer grass cutter. Please contact Barbs at Barbsmack@me.com if you are 
interested in volunteering. 

 
14/23/072  To receive correspondence: 

 SALC Full Council training - The Clerk was asked to enquire about costs and available dates in August 
for in-person training. 

 Wildlife Trust newsletter 
 
15/23/073   To note items for the next agenda 

 Pavement from Watercombe/Bunford towards West Coker Road (Yeovil direction) 
 Tennis Court Project -installation dates 
 Abri grounds maintenance 

ACTION:  Clerk 
16/23/074   To note the date of the next meeting 

7th September 2023 – Full Parish Council Meeting 
 

21:20  Meeting closed 


