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Draft Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting of West Coker 
Thursday 16th June 2022 at 7:30pm 

           Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre 
94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 

Present: 
Cllr D Neal (Chair), Cllr B Andrews, Cllr McPhee, Cllr C Barker, Cllr A Blight, Cllr G Seaton  
 
In attendance:                    
Mrs J Ferguson (Locum Clerk), County Cllr Patrick, County Cllr Hewitson & 2 members of the public 

 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 
There was nothing to hear at this time. 
 
ii) To receive reports from District and County Councillors 
Cllr reports had been circulated via email prior to the meeting & Cllr Patrick gave an update on the situation with the 
road closure at Chinnock Hollow, with a further report having been commissioned and recommendations awaited. It 
was further reported that an email had been received that week notifying of the delayed closure of the A30, being 
pushed back to summer 2023. The contractor was unable to carry out the works due to staff shortages and an inability 
to source the aggregate product (tarmacadam). Councillors were disappointed to hear this news, expressing dismay 
at the state of the road, but agreed that local businesses would be pleased. Cllr Patrick said it was understood that the 
traffic light replacement would go ahead as planned. 
 
22/65  To receive any Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Perry, Cllr Aitken, Cllr Hampshire and District Cllr Clark. 
 
22/66  To receive any Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Seaton declared an interest in any items relating to SSDC as she was a District Cllr. 
 
22/67  To approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th May 2022 
RESOLVED: The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on the 12th May 2022. 
 
22/68  To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the Agenda 
None. 
 
22/69  To co-opt members onto the Parish Council 
RESOLVED: Aaron Chubb was proposed, seconded and duly elected to the Parish Council. He signed the 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office. 
 
22/70  To receive urgent matters from the Wardens – Footpath Warden. 
Nothing to report. 
 
22/71  To receive urgent matters from the Wardens – Tree Warden. 
Cllr Blight reported on a meeting with Phil Paulton relating to a TPO application to reduce a large oak tree. There were 
no concerns. 
 
22/72  To receive urgent matters from the Wardens – Environmental Warden. 
Cllr Andrews was very concerned regarding the perceived ‘dumping’ of waste in an orchard owned by a local farmer. 
He requested that the issue be escalated to SSDC and Cllr Neal agreed to speak with the owner first to try to remedy 
the situation by requesting a clean-up of the waste. 
 
22/73  Planning – 22/01228/LBC. 11 East Street, West Coker. Partially remove an internal wall between the 
kitchen and dining room. Remove window from back addition, increase opening size and fit hardwood double 
doors. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
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22/74  Planning – 22/01360/LBC. Westlake Cottage, Dibbles Lane, West Coker. Conversion of the existing 
workshop building. Replacement conservatory. Minor internal alterations and extension of the bathroom at 
first floor level. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
 
22/75  Planning – 22/01234/LBC. Littlemoor, 7 High Street, West Coker. Replacement of concrete roof tiles 
with plain clay tiles. Reforming existing dormer to provide a pitched top. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
 
22/76  Planning – 22/01393/HOU. Four winds, Camp Road, West Coker. Erection of a two storey extension to 
rear with balcony, alterations and erection of car port and air source heat pump. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
 
22/77  Planning – 22/01476/HOU. 24 Watercombe Heights, West Coker. Erection of a single storey extension to 
side and rear of dwelling. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
 
22/78  Planning – 22/01487/HOU. Narrobourne Cottage, 2 Camp Road, West Coker. Erection of a single storey 
extension to rear of dwelling. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
 
22/79  Planning – To discuss any requirement for an extraordinary meeting to discuss applications that have 
been received since the preparation of this Agenda. 
None. 
 
22/80  Planning – South Somerset Planning Decisions22/01058/HOU. 1 the Furze, West Coker, Yeovil. The 
erection of a single storey extension to dwelling. Approved. 
Noted. 
 
22/81  Parish Council Matters – To adopt a Safeguarding Policy 
Cllr Barker had circulated a draft Safeguarding Policy to all Cllrs prior to the meeting. 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to adopt the Safeguarding Policy for all PC activities, to include the Pavilion 
and Recreation Ground. 
 
22/82  Parish Council Matters – To appoint a Safeguarding Officer for the Pavilion 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to appoint Cllr McPhee as the Safeguarding Officer for the Pavilion. 
 
22/83  Parish Council Matters – To consider risk assessments for the Pavilion 
It was decided to consider the Pavilion risk assessment closer to the time when the Pavilion would be open to groups, 
as the risk assessment would need to consider the intended use. 
 
22/84  Parish Council Matters – To consider Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) clearance for nominated 
persons 
It was agreed that the Safefguarding Policy carried the requirement for DBS cleared nominated persons to be 
identified and that the responsibility would be on each group/user of the Pavilion to comply with the policy. It was 
further agreed that members of the PC would obtain DBS clearance as required. 

ACTION: Cllr McPhee 
 
22/83  Financial Matters – To approve the following payments: 

 Clerk salary & expenses (Mcafee fee reimburse)  £802.70   
 HMRC – PAYE       £50.34 
 J Ferguson – Locum clerk fee     £742.90 
 Mr Paul Sandford – Staff      £210.10 
 SCC – Pension (June)      £207.47 
 Fern Garden Tree Services Ltd – Pavilion hedges & trees £912.00 
 Slade Parry – Surveyor fees     £549.00 
 Parsons Landscapes Ltd – Playing field maintenance £393.62 
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 Hardwill Ltd – Pavilion project valuation 6   £65576.53 
   
RESOLVED: It was proposed and unanimously agreed to approve all payments, and for 2 Cllrs to authorise via online 
banking. 
 
22/84  Financial Matters – To approve the cashbook and bank reconciliation 
RESOLVED: It was unanimously agreed to approve the cashbook and bank reconciliation to the 9th May 2022. 
 
22/85  Financial Matters – To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts 
RESOLVED: It was proposed and agreed to approve a bank transfer of £100K. 
 
22/86  Parish Matters – Correspondence about tractors through the village at night 
The clerk reported that she had spoken with the owner of the farm who’s contractors were transiting through the 
parish & it was explained that the weather had dictated the need for the work to continue through the night on this 
single occasion. Apologies were provided and it was hoped that there wouldn’t be a repeat of this event.  
 
22/87  Parish Matters – To consider the repair options for the Car Tyre Swing 
It was agreed to carry out the repairs in line with the recommendations from the supplier as they had visited the 
equipment and provided re-assurances that a replacement support was not necessary. 

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
22/88  Parish Matters – To receive a report on the Ranger activities. 
Mr Seaton reported that the Ranger had carried out extensive tidying at the BMX track and tennis court which were 
both looking much better, everyone agreed. It was requested that the sign for Halves Lane be replaced as it was 
looking shoddy.  

ACTION: Parish Clerk 
 
22/89  Parish Matters – To receive a report on the Pavilion project 
Cllr McPhee gave a comprehensive report on the ongoing project, with work progressing well. 
 
22/90  Parish Matters – To receive a report on the Recreation Ground for Children. 
There had been a request for the use of the field for the annual bonfire and fireworks event. Cllrs Neal & McPhee 
agreed to arrange a meeting with the organiser to discuss the plans for the event and would report back at a future 
meeting. 

ACTION: Cllrs Neal & McPhee 
 
22/91  Parish Matters – To receive a report on Dawes Twineworks. 
Cllr Aitken was not present at this time. 
 
22/92  Parish Matters - To receive a report on West Coker Commemoration Hall (Fund) 
Cllr Hampshire was not present at this time. 
 
22/93  Clerks Report and Correspondence 

• Somerset GP Community Pharmacy Consultation Service 

• Operation London Bridge 

• Climate and Ecological Emergency  
 
22/94  To note items for the next Agenda 

• To consider a plan of action for autumn tree planting 

• To approve a budget for tree purchase and ancillary items 
ACTION: Parish Clerk 

21:45 – Meeting closed 
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