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This year the Parish Council has met on the 1st Thursday of every month which included December, 

and we have also held 2 extraordinary meetings which were convened mainly to deal with pressing 

planning issues. 

Planning  always features at the top of the Agenda. The Parish includes a substantial part of the 

Lynx Trading Estate as well as the Conservation Area of the Village, and it follows that, the issues we 

have to deal with are many and varied. The major development at Bunford Heights for 97 dwellings 

is well underway and the proposed business park, which may include a supermarket, is awaiting a 

final decision. On average we receive 3 to 4 planning applications a month, we deal with each 1 on 

its merits being mindful to protect our heritage as well as looking to the future and to respect the 

diversity of our community.  

Ongoing issues with  Highways and byways are always a high priority. We have been informed that 

the hoped for surface upgrade of the A30, through the Village will not now take place until 2021/22. 

 Plans are on the table for a permanent crossing for the School, to be paid for under the 

government’s small improvement scheme. 

A 40mph speed limit will be introduced along Camp Road from White post to the Junction with 

Gooseacre Lane. 

Under the auspices of Avon and Somerset Police, and under the direction of resident Tony Casbolt, 

there is now a mobile speed camera operated by volunteers in the Village. 

 Major highway problems are reported directly to County Highways via their on line service. For 

smaller problems we use SSDC’s Streetscene. We employ 1 man 1 day a week  in the Parish and his 

workload is ably managed, voluntarily, by Clive Seaton. Clive is helped by John Morton who is seen 

around the Parish, not only reporting issues, but getting down and dirty and sweeping up leaves, 

unblocking drains and doing a host of other small jobs, again entirely voluntarily. 

 The upgrade of the Recreation Ground is moving ahead and planning permission has been 

granted to replace the out dated buildings with 1 multi - use unit for the Scouts, the Youth Club 

(both of whom are award winners) and the very active Cricket Cub as well as providing a venue for 

other groups in the future. The “Recreation Ground for Children Charity” is in the process of being 

updated to a CIO (Charitable incorporated Organisation). Essentially this will enable the Charity to be 

run in a more flexible way into the future. Thanks are due to Parish Councillor and chair of the 

Recreation Committee, Angus Mcphee, who has worked hard to get all interested parties together 

to get this project  to this crucial stage.  We also thank Paul and Joan Sandford who look after the 

field bookings and Paul does all the small repair and maintenance jobs that always need attention. 

 The Village Hall continues to be well supported, and the Parish Council are pleased to be able to 

support the committee, in the form of grant aid, in the ongoing improvement of the facilities. The 

Village Hall Charity is also in the process of changing to a CIO. 



 

Under the direction of its Chairman, Cllr Ross Aitken, the massive undertaking to restore Dawes 

Twine Works by the Coker Rope and Sail Trust, is now reaching its zenith. The Visitor Centre is 

now complete and this will enable the site to be open on a more regular basis. The site is already 

part of the Museum Trail for the South West and attracts visitors from far and wide. A great asset to 

the Village. 

The Financial liabilities of the Parish continue to increase. We have had to increase the precept 

this year, more obligations are being devolved down to Parish level and the grant from central 

government decreases year on year. However, that said, we are a prudent council, we compare well 

with other local Parishes, and we are well within budget considering the ambitions we have for the 

Recreation Ground.  

This year we were pleased to nominate Marilyn Mcphee to receive, unfortunately posthumously, the 

Somerset County Council’s “Chairman’s Award for Service to the Community”. The nomination 

was successful and Angus and his daughter were able to be at the ceremony in Taunton, to receive 

the award on her behalf. Marilyn was very active in many areas of the community and thoroughly 

deserved to be recognised for her contribution to the Village. 

Ably managed by Cllr Chris Barker the Village Web Site continues to be a mine of information for 

everyone to access, as does the Village Magazine. Lisa Bartlett produces and edits The Ropewalker 

on  behalf of the WCCF, and it is distributed to 600 homes throughout the Parish. 

We are indebted to our County Councillor Mark Keating for keeping us up to date with County issues 

and supporting us when needed. District Councillor Gina Seaton always works hard on our behalf 

giving advice on how to deal with, and who to contact when problems arise. Our sincere thanks to 

her. 

Our Clerk, Kate Fullerton has a difficult job, but one she does remarkably well and although each 

Councillor has designated roles to fulfil, this Council works as a coherent team and I thank you all for 

that.  

Thank you, 

David Neal 

9th May 2019 

 

 


