WEST COKER PARISH COUNCIL

Chairmans’ Report 2024.

Welcome.

| think you could say that this year has been a steep learning curve for us all with the changeover
from District Councils to the County Council for Somerset, the new Unitary Authority. This has also
been made more difficult with the financial situation that that has arisen and will have a knock-on
effect for us all, as services are rearranged and some devolution to the parish level for the provision
and costs for some these services takes place. Local Area Networks have been set up to facilitate
this, we meet once a month with the 9 other local parishes in our network to discuss our common
problems look for a way forward and explore how we can share resources and ideas to progress.
There is a way to go yet before results are forthcoming!

Highways.

After 4 years of delay and for a variety of reasons not least the covid shutdown, the A30 through the
village was resurfaced in the summer of 2023. The project meant a 24 hour road closure for 6 weeks
during July and August, to be completed in early September. This obviously meant huge disruption
for the village but 24 hour access for residents was implemented and communication with the
contractors was maintained throughout, and due to excellent planning by SC and the Contactors, the
work was finished a week ahead of schedule. A job well done. Although the main road is complete
though the village the carriageway between Uplands and Cartgate roundabout is still in a bad
condition and floods on a regular basis, County are aware but we have to be patient !

Flooding has been a major issue thoughout the Parish and will continue to be so. Due to the financial
restraints drain clearance has been reduced so we are talking with our neighbouring councils to
share the contractors to get this essential job done on a more regular basis and reduce the cost to
each of us. We are also working with the SRA (Somerset Rivers Authority) and FWAG (Farming &
Wildlife Advisory Group) for longer term mitigation of the expected increased rainfall due to climate
change.

Although not in our Parish we have lobbied the County Council for a resolution to what we see as
the unnecessary closure of Chinnock Hollow. With the help of our County Councillors, we have
been successful in overturning the original permanent traffic closure to a temporary order which will
expire in 2025. More work still to be done.

The Parish Ranger does all those small jobs in the parish which are so important. There was
uncertainty (and an increase in costs) about the original Council run scheme so we have decided to
employ a local private company to carry on this service. The changeover was from the beginning of
April and so far we are impressed with the quality of the work carried out. The current Ranger also
works for Odcombe and East Coker Parish Councils so that will be a real benefit to us. Clive Seaton



voluntarily took on the task of managing the rangers’ duties. He did his over a number of years right
up until the changeover. Sincere thanks to Clive.

Planning.

Planning applications have been fewer in number during 2023 and restricted to mainly extensions,
building alterations and trees within the conservation area. The phosphate issue holds up the
resolution of all building applications and is yet to be resolved. However the construction of the
major business park on the land at Bunford, which received approval some years ago, has now
begun and will continue for a few years yet. The one major application was for a 40 acre solar farm
to be built on land to the north of the parish adjacent to Camp Road to supply Leonardo with
renewable energy. This obviously caused much discussion within the parish and public meetings
were held with the contactors and Leonardo so all views could be heard. The final outcome was that
the application was approved and work has just commenced on the site. The parish council is
working with the contractors to secure a project, funded by them, which will benefit the parish in
the longer term.

Footpaths — Clir Aaron Chubb.

Cllr Aaron Chubb looks after the well used footpaths throughout the parish. Because of the rural
nature of most of these paths, the very wet season has caused some problems but they are dealt
with as soon as is practical. The Solar farm project will entail a slight diversion of one path through
the development but all others will not be affected.

Environment & Trees - Clirs Bryn Andrews & Anne Blight.

We continue to monitor the tree planting which took place last year, some trees have had to be
moved and some replaced. As already mentioned there has been an increase in planning
applications for tree pruning and preservation. All environmental schemes must be sustainable and
we will continue to work within County and National guidelines to achieve our aims. We will
continue to update and enhance our environmental progress and we are working with the Somerset
Rivers Authority and others and in particular | would like to thank Clirs Bryn Andrews and Anne
Blight who continue to drive us forward.

Recreation Ground & Jubilee Pavilion.

The Jubilee Pavilion was officially opened in November 2022 so we are now in our second year of
being fully operational and as home to the scouting community, the youth club, the cricket club and
open to hire for all users it has proved a great success. The installation of solar panels, part funded
by the then Somerset District Council, has reduced the running costs considerably and we are in the
process of installing an overhead netting system to reduce potential damage from stray cricket balls.
The cricket club is now installing practice nets to the north of the pavilion.

The other major project is the refurbishment of the Tennis courts which is underway; the courts are
designed for multi-play as well as tennis. The major work of raising the surface has been done but
the final tarmac resurfacing is awaiting completion but the very wet winter has meant that progress
to lay the final play surface has been delayed but we hope this work is now imminent.



The children’s play area is also well used and a new play area at Bunford Heights is still to be
installed and we hope this will soon be forthcoming now that building is nearing completion there.
Thanks to Paul Sandford who carries out weekly inspections on the equipment, and also the field in
general.

Commemoration Hall. Clir Barbs Hampshire.

The Village Hall continues to be a well used facility. The committee work hard to keep the Hall
running and are continually upgrading where necessary. The rear car park was used as a storage and
information point by the contractors when upgrading the A30 last summer and part of area was
resurfaced by them as a thank you for its use. An online booking system is shared with the Jubilee
Pavilion and accessed via the Village web site.

Village Web Site - Clir Chris Barker.

The Web site —“ westcoker.net” — is sponsored by the parish council. It is well used and has all
relevant contact details and information pertaining to the whole Parish and is updated on a regular
basis by Chris.

Twineworks. CliIr. Ross Aitken.

This unique industrial site which tells the story of how important twine manufacture once was, not
only to our village but to the whole area, goes from strength to strength thanks to the efforts of all
the volunteers. Visitor numbers are up and increasing. The site is open on the 4th Saturday of every
month plus “National Heritage Open Days” and “Museums for Somerset” open weekends, and for
group visits, including schools, by appointment , an important asset to the parish. Clir Ross Aitken,
who is chair of the Coker Rope & Sail ClO, reports on progress at council meetings.

The Ropewalker.

Change is coming to the Ropewalker. After many years of taking on as volunteer editor of the parish
monthly magazine, Lisa Bartlett has decided that it is time to pass on this role. We cannot thank Lisa
enough for all the hard work that she has put into this on such a regular basis over such a long
period of time. The Ropewalker has become a parish institution thanks to her efforts. Again Lisa—
THANKYOU.

However the Ropewalker will continue to be produced under the auspices of the Commemoration
Hall and sponsored by the Parish Council and the editors role will initially be filled by Howard Davis —
thank you Howard — and will be delivered to all parts of the Parish including Watercombe Heights ,
Bunford Heights and Sampsons Wood.

2024/2025

The changeover from District to County administration took place in April 2023 with the advent of
the “Unitary Authority for Somerset”. It has been a steep learning curve for us all with the
introduction of Local Area Networks which are designed to help parishes share information to define
common problems and find resolutions so that resources can be shared and therefore efficiency is
increased. It has been a difficult start but things are moving in the right direction.



Long standing District and Parish Councillor Gina Seaton sadly had to step down from parish affairs
last year, her contribution to the parish was considerable not least with the help and encouragement
she gave to the redevelopment of the recreation field. She leaves a lasting legacy. Thank you Gina.

County Councillors Oliver Patrick and Mike Hewiston do keep us well informed and are always on
hand with help and advice when needed, which is very often !

We have a huge amount of work to get through each year, but it is a team effort and this year we
welcome Charlie Guthrie who was co-opted to fill the vacancy left on Gina’s retirement. We are
guided as always by our hard working Clerk, Kate, who is on hand to point us in the right direction
which she does with remarkable patience and efficiency.

David Neal

May2024



