WEST COKER PARISH COUNCIL — Chairmans report 2020/21
Welcome everyone

Due to the current pandemic the Parish Council was unable to hold the usual annual Parish meeting
and open evening in 2020 but it does look as though things are changing with the very successful roll
out of the injection programme, so far anyway. But in the present crisis Community spirit has come
to the fore, the whole community has come together and lent a helping hand to their neighbours
and friends when and where needed. From the volunteers who have helped with shopping and
deliveries to all the local businesses that have adapted to the extreme circumstances and keeping
services going, and to all who work on the front line in the NHS and key workers our sincere thanks
are due. Thank you each and every one of you.

Throughout this crisis the Parish Council have had to meet virtually each month and deal with
problems that continue to arise in the community. We do hope to be able to hold an open public
meeting later this year when we have the green light from government.

The Village web site, looked after by Chris Barker, has been an essential tool during the past 18
months for us all. Village news and covid related information is recorded and available as it comes
in.

Planning, to date applications have been on a smaller scale in both wards of the parish, which
includes part of Lynx trading estate, and have been at least 50% less in number, Currently, because
of the pandemic, applications are about 6 weeks behind before consultation begins.

Footpaths , Warden, Aaron Chubb.

We are extremely fortunate to have a network of connected footpaths which are being very well
used, most of these are rural in nature and can be muddy in winter months so care is needed.
Thanks to the efforts of our footpath Warden, some gates have been updated and replaced and
repairs carried out. We are also looking to extend the footpath network by connecting the Village
from Uplands Terrace to White Post and Yeovil as well several other extensions including to
Odcombe avoiding Camp Road, this is work in progress.

Trees/Environment, Wardens — Anne Blight (Trees) and Bryn Andrews (Environmental)

In light of the climate emergency we are putting together an environmental plan which includes the
planting of as many trees in the Parish as possible, within the next 5 years and beyond, again
working with County and District Councils to fulfil our aims. This means that we will also work with
the landowners who want to be involved.

Highways, The A30 resurfacing that was due to take place during 2020 was postponed because of
covid but was scheduled to take place during 2021. This has now been rescheduled to 2022 with
preparation works (drains and services etc) taking place during the rest of 2021. As far as we know,
to date, the resurfacing will include the section between Uplands Terrace and White Post, we have
to remain optimistic. Potholes and minor repairs are reported directly to SCC through their online



system, which seems to work quite well. Ably managed by Clive Seaton, the Lengthsman is in the
Parish one day a week doing all the other minor jobs that always need doing and volunteer, John
Morton, also assists in this role. The volunteer Speedwatch team operate on our behalf to try to
keep our roads safer. A 40 m.p.h. limit is now operational along Camp Road between the junctions at
White Post and the junction with Gooseacre Lane. Signs reading “Unsuitable for HGV,s” will also be
installed at each end of Gooseacre Lane to help make the lane safer and reduce the damage done to
the road and verges by heavy vehicles.

“Recreation Ground for Children” Charity . Clir Angus McPhee is chair of the committee which is
responsible for the “Recreation Ground for Children” Charity, and the Parish Council is the sole
managing Trustee.

The major ,( and long awaited for !) refurbishment project is now well under way

With monies already put aside from the Parish precept, work on the Childrens play area to replace
and update the play equipment and provide picnic tables has already taken place. A beech hedge
will be planted later in the year to replace the dilapidated fence around the area.

Our further Aims, in priority order 1) to replace the original 3 “not fit for purpose” existing buildings
with 1 new building suitable for future needs and 2) to improve and update the sports facilities
including the tennis court.

The costing for the project for the new pavilion is estimated at £550,000. Funding is sourced from
monies already saved from the Parish precept over the past 5 years, from monies levied (P106) on
the new build at Bunford Heights (approx £200,000) plus a Public Works loan of £400,000. In order
to reduce the payback time of the loan, we will continue to raise funds from local events and a
lottery grant has also been applied for.

Progress to date; After securing full planning permission in 2018, a local company, P. H. Hardwill,

has been appointed as the main contractor, another local company, Sade Parry, has been appointed
as the project managers and quantity surveyors. Building regulatory plans have been drawn up, 4
containers for temporary storage of equipment by the user groups have been bought and sited, the
public works loan application was successful and is now available to use. Demoltion work will start as
soon as possible in readiness for the rebuilding work to start.

Village Hall. Although at the moment activities at the hall are severely restricted, refurbishment
and updating work has continued throughout the lockdown period and the Parish Council are
pleased to grant support to this well used village facility.

Twine Works, Like everywhere else the Ropewalk has had to be mothballed during the pandemic
but it was possible, between lockdowns, to be open (outside) once or twice. The 1 official open day
was able to take place on April 24th April.

The Ropewalker. Lisa Bartlett has continued throughout to produce the monthly editions of the
village magazine bringing village news to your doorstep — thank you Lisa.



Our County Councillor — Mark Keating, District Councillors Gina Seaton and Nicola Clark, continue to
help whenever asked and are a great support to us.

Thank you to all the Parish Council members and to Kate our ever resourceful Clerk. There always so
much to deal with but it is a team effort.

The highlight of a stressful year — has to be the V.E day 75" anniversary celebrations in May —
restriction compliant parties in gardens , union jacks flying, the sun shining, and playing football on a
deserted A30 ! 2 Oak Trees have been planted on the recreation ground 1 to commemorate this
historic day, and a second Oak to commemorate Chris Blight who was the Parish Tree Warden for 25
years.

Thank you
David Neal

May 2021



