WEST COKER PARISH COUNCIL 2023
Chairman’s report 2023

Another eventful year with County and Parish elections in May 2022, the disbanding of the District
Councils and the formation of the new Unitary Authority for Somerset which is now in place as from
April 1st this year. And, of course, the opening of the Queen Elizabeth Il Jubilee Pavilion.

JUBILEE PAVILION & RECREATION FIELD Clirs Angus McPhee & Chris Barker

2022/2023 has to be a benchmark year for the parish. At last after many years of planning the long
held ambition to replace the out of date and rundown buildings at the recreation ground has been
achieved.

We have a brand new, all-purpose facility built to the highest standards which will serve the
community for many years into the future. The building was officially opened on November 5 2022 by
Cllr Gina Seaton who has served this Parish as both District and Parish Councillor for over 40 years.
This will be a permanent home for the Scouts, the Youth Cub and the Cricket Club as well as many
other community users.

We are continuing to improve the other facilities on the field; we are working with the Lawn Tennis
Association and with Long Sutton Parish Council and possibly Milborne Port, in a joint venture to
update the tennis courts for our parishes. Also the cricket club will install practice nets and improve
the main wicket area. We also look after the children’s play area which is very well used. A new play
area at Bunford Heights is due to be constructed in the near future which we will be responsible for.

PLANNING

The COVID restrictions have had a knock-on effect on planning applications this year which been on a
smaller scale as well as being less in number. The ongoing soil phosphate issue still remains unresolved
and there is a backlog of applications at county level still to be decided. However, no doubt this will
speed up in the coming year.

HIGHWAYS.

Last year we reported that the resurfacing of the A30 through the village was due to take place in the
summer of 2022. Obviously, this did not happen, but we have been informed that this work has now
gone out to tender; the contractor will be chosen by June 23™ for a start date of July 21°* — watch this
space! There is always a continual battle with getting potholes repaired and with surface drains, but at
last, after 3 years waiting, the blocked drains at Font Lane are scheduled to be done. We are still
awaiting a resolution to the closure of Chinnock Hollow, now 2 years and counting! This does have a
knock-on effect to traffic through the village. The Speed Indicator Device which we share with Barwick
& Stoford P.C. on a 2 weekly basis is effective, and we are currently looking at more places within the
parish to site it; these sites have to be agreed with County Highways. Clive Seaton continues to
effectively manage the Lengthsman who is contracted for 1 day a week to carry out all the smaller jobs
that are so necessary.

FOOTPATHS- Clir Aaron Chubb

We are fortunate to have a network of rural footpaths throughout the parish which are well used.
Aaron effectively deals with issues that come up from time to time and larger problems are reported
to County for resolution.

ENVIRONMENT /TREES — Clirs Bryn Andrews & Anne Blight.

As part of the long-term plan for the environment much work has gone on this year especially with
tree planting. With the consent of the tenant farmer a number of trees have been planted on County
land to the north of the village. The physical work of planting was done with volunteers and members
of the local Scout group, and some 50 trees have been given to residents and local farmers to plant.
Two commemorative trees have been planted at the Recreation ground, one to commemorate the life
of Bob Allen and one by the West Coker W.I. for the Jubilee. Some waste bins have been replaced and
upgraded and others re- sited to make them more accessible and user friendly.



COMMEMORATION HALL — Clir Barbs Hampshire

The Village Hall’'s committee is continually working to upgrade the facilities at this well-used venue.
Plans include making the building more energy efficient and upgrading the car parking. For economy
and ease of access the Jubilee Pavilion and the Hall have a shared online booking system. The Parish
Council is pleased to help with grant aid when appropriate.

TWINEWORKS — Clir Ross Aitken

This year the Twineworks received the “2022 Community Engagement Award” from the “Association
for Industrial Archaeology”. A recognition that the site is open to many and varied groups to hold
functions, in addition to the usual open day which takes place every 4" Saturday of each month, with
guided tours and talks, (and the obligatory tea and cake!) relating to the rope and twine making that
was once so important to the economy of the area.

THE ROPEWALKER

Sincere thanks are due to our long standing, volunteer editor of the Ropewalker, Lisa Bartlett. This
monthly village magazine is produced under the auspices of the Commemaoration Hall committee and
is sponsored by the Parish Council. This year the sponsorship has been increased so that copies can be
delivered to all properties in the Sampsons Wood Ward of the Parish which includes Watercombe
Heights and the new development at Bunford Heights as well as Sampsons Wood. Thank you to all the
volunteers that deliver a copy to each household. The magazine is also available online for those who
wish to keep in touch from further afield.

VILLAGE WEB SITE Clir Chris Barker

The web site, sponsored by the Parish Council and managed by Chris Barker is well used by all
organisations in the Village as a means to advertise themselves. We couldn’t be without it !

2023/2024

As from April 1" this year the new “Unitary Authority for Somerset” has come into being which
replaces all the 5 original district councils . The County has been divided into 18 Local Area Networks
(LCNs) and we are part of the Yeovil LCN which is designated Area 9 . With all the other parishes in our
area, this will be our communication route with Somerset County Council through which we lobby for
services. It will take a little time to get used to the process so we are preparing for it! With the support
of several local parishes we had to lobby to get what we thought was a more representative grouping
of parishes in the Yeovil area, but we were successful.

THANKS

For over 40 years Gina Seaton has been ammember of this council and for part of that time was also our
well-respected District Councillor. With the advent of the Unitary Authority, Gina has stood down as
our County representative. A huge thank you is due from us all for your outstanding contribution to
our community. Gina - a sincere thank you from us all. Thankfully, Gina will still carry on as a Parish
Councillor.

Our elected County Councillors Oliver Patrick and Mike Hewiston keep us well informed on all matters
that affect us - -- Chinnock Hollow comes to mind gentlemen!

Our ever-resourceful clerk, Kate, is now fully operational after unfortunately having to take time off
for illness last year; she is always ready with a correct answer, even though it may not be the one that
we want to hear! Thank you Kate for your efforts.

A huge amount has been achieved over the past year, not least with the completion of the new
Jubillee Pavilion. The project was overseen, on a day-to-day basis, voluntarily by Clir Angus McPhee -
thank you Angus. Thank you to all members of this Council for the efforts that you have put in this
year; as always it is a team effort.

David Neal, May 2023



