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Minutes of the Annual West Coker Parish Council Meeting 
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 

Thursday 2nd May 2024 at 7:30pm 
 

Present: 
Cllr A Perry (Chairperson), Cllr D Neal (Vice Chairperson), Cllr R Aitken, Cllr B Hampshire, Cllr A Chubb, Cllr A 
McPhee, Cllr A Blight, Cllr C Barker, Cllr C Guthrie. 
 
In attendance:                    
Kate Fullerton – Clerk. 
 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 
None. 
 
ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council (SC) Councillors 
An emailed report was received before the meeting and circulated to all members. 
 
19:30 – Meeting opened. 
 
1/24/231  To elect a chairperson 
RESOLVED:  To unanimously elect Cllr Perry as Chairperson for the coming year.  Cllr Perry signed the declaration 
of acceptance of office, witnessed by the Clerk. 
 
2/24/232  To elect a vice-chairperson 
RESOLVED:  To unanimously elect Cllr Neal as Vice Chairperson for the coming year. 
 
3/24/233 To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them 
RESOLVED:  To accept apologies from Cllr Andrews. 
  
4/24/234 To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda 
None. 
 
5/24/235   To approve the Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 4th of April 2024 
RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
6/24/236    To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the agenda 
None. 
 
7/24/237 To note any committees and their membership for the coming year 
RESOLVED:  To have the following committees: 

 Staffing Committee – Cllrs Chubb, Blight and Hampshire. To meet at least once a year. 
 Finance Committee – Cllrs Perry, McPhee and Barker. To meet at least three times a year. 

 
8/24/238 To allocate roles and responsibilities 
RESOLVED:  To assign the following roles and responsibilities: 

 Tree Warden – Cllr Blight 
 Footpath Warden – Cllr Chubb 
 Environmental Warden – Cllr Andrews 
 Flood Liaison – Cllr Guthrie 
 Ranger Liaison – Cllr Neal/Clerk 

 
9/24/239 To adopt the Standing Orders for the coming year 
RESOLVED:  To adopt the Standing Orders for the coming year. 
 
10/24/240 To adopt the Financial Regulations for the coming year 
RESOLVED:  To adopt the Financial Regulations.  It was noted that amended model Financial Regulations were 
expected towards the end of May 2024.  The Clerk was asked to add item to the June agenda for review and 
adoption. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
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11/24/241 To adopt the NALC Code of Conduct for the coming year 
RESOLVED:  To adopt the NALC Code of Conduct for the coming year. 
 
 
12/24/242 To receive any amended Register of Interest forms 
None. 
 
13/24/243 To adopt any new/amended policies 
All current policies remain active for the coming year, with no amendments.  The Clerk was asked to formalise an 
investment policy for consideration/adoption at the June meeting. 

ACTION: Clerk 
14/24/244  Planning: 

a) Further considerations on an appropriate community benefits package for the parish (Camp Road 
Solar Park). 
Members considered a suggestion arising from the informal meeting with George Hall of Conrad Energy, 
being improvement of the allotments.  Project to include a bore hole to supply unmetered water on site to 
all allotment holders, a shed with solar panels to power a kettle and light (if required) within an enclosed 
sheltered community area.  In addition to the allotment project, provision of solar panels at the 
Commemoration Hall, pending confirmation that the roof could support the extra weight.  Conrad Energy 
have informally approved both projects as viable to take forward (not just one or the other).  Cllr 
Hampshire agreed to communicate with the Allotments Committee to see if they would approve the 
scheme and, pending their approval, the Clerk was asked to advise Conrad Energy that the allotment 
project could proceed at a time of their choosing, most likely when they have the right equipment on site 
at the solar park nearby. 

ACTION:  Cllr Hampshire, Clerk 
b) Applications:  

 None. 
c) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the 

days after the agenda had been circulated and prior to this meeting.  Interested public and parish 
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that 
might be discussed under this item: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-
and-comment-on-a-planning-application/  
None. 

d) South Somerset Planning Decisions 
None. 

 
15/24/245 Parish Ranger 

a) To note upcoming work for the Ranger 
Councillors were asked to email the Cllr Neal and the Clerk with tasks for the Ranger. Upcoming tasks to 
include clearing the remaining dumped tyres; to tidy up the pedestrian zone near Wash Corner; to 
unblock the drain on Gooseacre Lane; to tidy up Watercombe Heights entrance and grassy area in front 
of the noticeboard and to clear weeds from the kerbs. 

ACTION:  Ranger/Cllr Neal 
16/24/246 Devolution of services and assets from Somerset Council 

a) Bunford Heights planned children’s play area (S106 funded) 
The Clerk informed the meeting there was no progress on this item despite contacting the Devolution 
Team and Cllr Patrick. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
17/24/247 Community Review Project – to receive updates on progress 
Cllr Perry said members of the project had drawn up a management plan, designed a unique logo, and agreed upon 
utilising an interactive map to mark area/items of interest.  It was noted that the CCS timeline was quite challenging to 
adhere to.  Members suggested taking the time required to work the project effectively, rather than rushing through to 
meet the milestones of the CCS timeline. 
 
18/24/248 To receive information regarding the planned closure of the West Coker Post Office, closure due 
January 2025 
Members asked the Clerk to keep this agenda item on future agendas until more information was available. 
 
19/24/249 To share information on Local Council Network (LCN) matters – Chair Perry, Cllr Neal 
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Cllr Neal reported that he attended the LCN meeting on the 29th of April.  Topics discussed included flooding, ditches, 
environment and buses.  Cllr Neal learned there was a Rural Crime Unit and felt the meeting was informative. 
 
20/24/250   Financial and regulatory matters: 

a) To receive and sign the Somerset Council S106 Acceptance Offer form for the additional tennis 
court provision of £5,838.01. 
RESOLVED:  For Chair Perry to counter sign the form (with the Clerk). 

ACTION: Clerk 
b) To note receipt of the precept for 2024/25, £66,500.00. 

Noted. 
c) To receive a renewal quote from Clear Councils (formerly BHIB), long-term arrangement, effective 

1/6/24, £1854.34. 
RESOLVED:  To accept the renewal quote, showing an 8% increase in price on previous year. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
d) To discuss any arrangements for the Annual Meeting of the Parish, 23rd of May, Dawes 

Twineworks, 7 - 8.30pm. 
WCHCC would like to make a short presentation at the meeting.  The venue will be the Visitor’s Centre at 
Dawes Twineworks.  Cllrs Hampshire and Blight will prepare light nibbles and refreshments.  Cllr Aitken 
will provide some wine for the meeting.  Cllr Barker will draft the PowerPoint presentation on parish 
council activity during 2023/24.  Chair Perry and Cllr Neal will host the meeting.  The Clerk will publicise 
the event in the noticeboards and via Facebook and send direct invitations to the various community 
groups in the parish.  Cllr Hampshire will invite members of the Allotments Committee, WCCH and WI. 
RESOLVED:  To set a £50 budget for refreshments, to be reimbursed on the provision of receipts. 

ACTION:  Cllrs Hampshire, Blight and Aitken 
e) To receive the financial reports for year ended 31st March 2024. 

RESOLVED:  To accept the financial reports, as provided by the Clerk, for the year ended 31st March 
2024. 

f) To approve the Asset Register as of 31st March 2024. 
RESOLVED:  To approve the Asset Register as of the 31st of March 2024. 

g) To approve the Risk Register as of 31st March 2024. 
A draft Risk Register was presented but it was agreed to make some amendments and consider approval 
at the June meeting. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
h) To receive the Internal Audit Report for year ended 31st March 2024. 

RESOLVED:   To receive the Internal Audit Report.  The Clerk was asked to add website management to 
the June agenda. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
i) To approve the following payments: 

i. K Fullerton – Clerk salary May 2024 £  1419.90 
ii. K Fullerton – Monthly expenses reimbursement (wfh,MS365, stationery) May 2024    £      75.05 
iii. P Sandford – Rec Grd Grant Caretaker salary May 2024   £    126.93 
iv. Somerset County Council – Pension May 2024 £    469.84 
v. Clear Councils – Insurance PC & Rec Ground 1/6/24 – 31/5/25 £  1854.34 
vi. Premier Landscaping – Ranger work April 2024 £    752.75 
vii. PlusNet – Inv 00005698954-017 - PD DD 25/4/24 £      21.60 
viii. PWLB – Parish Council bi-annual Loan repayment £10,359.69 
ix. P Russel – Internal auditor 31/3/24 £     250.00 
x. Coastal Nets – reimburse C Barker for solar protection nets £     375.49 
xi. AJM renewables – purchase of a spare solar panel for JP £     173.06 
xii. Total Play Ltd – 2 x cricket practice lane netting system (reimbursed by S106 funds) £19809.60 

 
RESOLVED: Cllrs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments. 
Cllr Aitken suggested a complete payments list at the meeting would provide clarity.  The Clerk confirmed 
a complete list of BACS payments was sent prior to the meeting.  The Clerk will provide a complete 
payments list to councillors at future meetings.   

ACTION:  Cllrs Neal, Barker, Clerk  
j) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts 

The Clerk advised that a transfer of £30,000 would be required this month. 
RESOLVED:  To make a transfer to £30,000 to the current account. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
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k) To receive the bank reconciliation  
The Clerk presented the bank reconciliation as of the 31st of March 2024, showing a capital balance of 
£178,422.01. 
 

21/24/251  Highway Matters: 
a) To consider arranging drain and gulley clearing with S&D Services Ltd 

It was noted the Ranger had cleared many of the blocked drains.  The Clerk was to defer this item until 
June, for further consideration. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
b) Sleights Lane – project proposal 

Cllr Barker updated the meeting saying that a local resident, who’d instigated the FWAG report, had 
reported that FWAG had the funding and licences to carry out the required work as per the report.  Cllr 
Andrews generous offer to provide a further detailed report was not required at this time. 

c) Gooseacre Lane works – update from Cllr Barker 
Cllr Barker met with Lee Norman (SC Highways) to inspect the road surface at Gooseacre Lane, 
damaged by multiple episodes of flooding.  A plan was drawn up to install an additional drain next to the 
existing one to double the capacity for taking surface water. A future plan, which would depend up on 
SC’s ability to fund it, included installing a wide drain further up the hill on Gooseacre.  Cllr Barker will 
report the poor road surface online via ‘Fix my Street’. 

ACTION:  Cllr Barker 
d) To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow-up required 

by the parish council 
Cllr Neal thought the drain on the A30 near Green Lane, appeared to have been cleared as there hadn’t 
been any episodes of recent flooding.  It was noted the road surface at Font Villas and Lakefields was in 
a terrible state and appears to have collapsed in places (water damage). 

e) To note road closure notices: 
i. TTRO861278S – Camp Road, Odcombe – Utility Services Ltd, 21st May for 9.5 hours. 
ii. TTRO184625S – Hendford Hill, Yeovil – amended dates to 13th May for 74 days, Wales and 

West Utilities. 
iii. TTRO954432S – West Coker Road, Yeovil – amended dates to 13th May for 22 days, Wales and 

West Utilities. 
22/24/252 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 
refurbishment 

a) To receive quotes to connect the dishwasher at the Jubilee Pavilion plus additional electrical 
works. 
Cllr Barker said he was waiting on a quote from AJM, and he felt the quote from JSG was incorrect. Item 
deferred. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
b) To receive information on the cricket practice nets project, due to start on Monday the 27th of 

April 2024. 
Cllr Barker said the project started on the 27th of April and was not yet finished due to the wet weather. 

 
23/24/253 To receive correspondence 

a) RBLI – D-Day 80th Anniversary information – Cllr Hampshire said there were plans to hold a short church 
service in remembrance, to include an article in the Ropewalker and to fix poppies to the lampposts.  

 
24/24/254   To note items for the next agenda 

 Camp Road Solar Farm – CBA George Hall, Conrad 
 Unity Savings Bank Account application £100,000 – April 2024 
 Coker Hill – planning enforcement 
 Post Office 
 Redwell Terrace wall rendering/car parts 
 Financial Regulations adopt 

ACTION:  Clerk 
20/23/255   To note the date of the next meeting 

The 6th of June 7.30pm – Full Parish Council Meeting 
 

21:16  Meeting closed 


