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Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU
Thursday 4t July 2024 at 7:30pm

Present:
Clir A Perry (Chair), Clir D Neal (Vice Chair), Clir A Blight, Clir R Aitken, Clir A McPhee, Clir B Andrews, Clir C Guthrie.

In attendance:
Kate Fullerton — Clerk.

i) Public Session — to hear any matters from the public
None.

ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors
An emailed report was received before the meeting and circulated to all members.

19:30 — Meeting opened.

1/24/276 To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them
Apologies were received from Clirs Barker, Hampshire, and Chubb.
RESOLVED: To accept the above apologies.

2/24/277 To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda
None.

3/24/278 To approve the Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 6% of June 2024
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

4/24/279 To address any urgent matters arising from the Minutes not covered by items on the agenda
¢ Annual Chair's Award — nomination submitted.
e To note drainage work at the Recreation Ground begins w/c 27t August 2024

5/24/280 To receive urgent matters from the Wardens:

a) Footpath Warden — Clir Chubb
Nothing to report.

b) Tree Warden - Clir Blight
Nothing to report

c) Environmental Warden — Clir Andrews
Clir Andrews asked the Clerk to suggest that Somerset Council provides more detailed information on
tree works requiring planning permission. Clir Andrews advised that a date hadn’t yet been set to meet
with Roy Hayes but is pending.

d) Flooding Warden — Clir Guthrie
ClIr Guthrie will be attending a Somerset Prepared Roadshow on the 10t of July in Queen Camel.

6/24/281 Planning:
a) Camp Road Solar Park Community Benefit Agreement — update on progress
A meeting has been arranged with the Allotment Committee and Conrad Energy to discuss a potential
Community Benefits Package to improve the allotments
ACTION: Clerk, Clir Hampshire
b) Applications:

i. 24/01120/CLB — The Manor, 16 Manor Street, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9BJ —
Application for a Certificate of lawfulness of proposed works to a listed building. Take down top
of chimney (where leaning) and re-build as original.

RESOLVED: To support the application.
ACTION: Clerk

. 24/01433/TCA — 60 High Street, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset BA22 9AT — Notification of intent
to carry out tree surgery works to No. 1 tree within conservation area.

RESOLVED: To support the application.
ACTION: Clerk
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c) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the
days after the agenda had been circulated and prior to this meeting. Interested public and parish
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that
might be discussed under this item: https://www.somerset.gov.uk/planning-buildings-and-land/view-
and-comment-on-a-planning-application/

None.

d) South Somerset Planning Decisions
23/02892/REM — Application permitted with conditions.
23/02558/FUL - Application permitted with conditions.

7/24/282 Parish Ranger
a) To review work from the previous month and to note upcoming tasks for the Ranger.
Councillors were asked to email the Clerk and Chair Neal with tasks for the Ranger. Upcoming work to
include the Permissive footpath at Ruddock Way.
ACTION: Clir Neal, Ranger

8/24/283  Devolution of services and assets from Somerset Council — to consider whether to adopt any of
the following:

a) Bunford Heights on-site children’s play area (S106 funded) — requested but no answer from
Somerset Council.
The Council has asked for responsibility and ownership of the future on-site play area be transferred to
West Coker Parish Council. The Clerk hasn’t received an update on this item and will continue to
progress with Somerset Council, with the help of Clir Hewitson/Patrick.

b) Dawes Twineworks
Members did not wish to take on Dawes Twineworks at this time. Somerset Council currently leases
Dawes to the Industrial Buildings Preservation Trust Limited and has suggested this will remain with them
(or similar), possibly on a more permanent basis in the future.

c) Sampsons Wood — consultation in progress for Yeovil town council (YTC) to take on the lease for
this community area within the parish of West Coker. Members to draft a consultation response
for submission before 5pm on the 11th of July 2024.
RESOLVED: To submit a formal consultation response communicating the parish council’s desire to
become the new leaseholder for Sampsons Wood.

d) Balidon Estate footpath — apparently within Yeovil Town council boundary.
RESOLVED: To request the ownership of this footpath be transferred to West Coker Parish Council.

e) Lakefields Allotments
RESOLVED: To request the ownership be transferred to West Coker Parish Council.

ACTION: Clerk

9/24/284  To receive information regarding the planned closure of the West Coker Post Office, closure due
January 2025
The Clerk informed Members of the discussion had with Antoinette (Post Office Ltd), as actioned at the last parish
council meeting. Members agreed to have a further discussion with the Postmaster. Clir Neal will arrange a suitable
meeting with the Postmaster.

ACTION: Clir Neal

10/24/285 To share information on Local Council Network (LCN) matters — Chair Neal, Clir Perry
Clir Perry shared an overview of the recent LCN meeting and said that some West Coker highway issues, reported at
the recent LCN Highways meeting, have already been resolved. Clir Neal and McPhee agreed to attend the next
Highways meeting on the 14t of July and will bring up Chinnock Hollow, Dibbles Lane and the need to re-paint the
white lines through the Hollow.
ACTION: Clir Neal, Clir McPhee

11/24/286 Financial and regulatory matters:

a) To approve the following payments:

i. K Fullerton — Clerk salary July 2024 £1419.90
ii. K Fullerton — Monthly expenses reimbursement (wfh,MS365, stationery) July 2024 £ 56.36
iii. P Sandford — Rec Grd Grant Caretaker salary July 2024 £ 124.93
iv. Somerset Council — Pension July 2024 £ 469.84
V. Barwick and Stoford Parish Council — SID reimbursement invoice £ 603.45
Vi. SALC - Training invoices Inv 3240 & 3217 £ 63.00
Vii. Parsons Landscapes Ltd — Inv 17434 & 17489 £ 775.74
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viii. BT — WIFI JP Inv 2/6/24 PAID BY DD 17/06/2024 £ 2274
iX. Premier Landscaping — Ranger work May & June 2024 £ 1675.91
X. K Fullerton — Clerk salary August 2024 £1419.90
Xi. K Fullerton — Monthly expenses reimbursement (wfh, MS365) £ 47.36
Xii. P Sandford — Rec Grd Caretaker salary August 2024 £ 12493
Xiii. Somerset Council — Pension August 2024 £ 469.84

RESOLVED: Clirs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.
ACTION: Clirs Neal, Barker

h) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts

The Clerk advised that a transfer of £20,000 would be required this month.

RESOLVED: To make a transfer to £20,000 to the current account.

ACTION: Clerk

i) Toreceive the bank reconciliation

The Clerk presented the bank reconciliation as of 30" June 2024, showing a capital balance of

£257,723.15.

12/24/287 Highway Matters:
a) Sleights Lane — expansion of project proposal.
A meeting has been planned to discuss the potential for this project to include more environmental
benefits and to tackle parish-wide (rather than just local) flooding issues. Attendees to include Clirs
Andrews, Barker and Guthrie, meeting with Roy Hayes of FWAG. Date to be arranged.
ACTION: Clerk, Clir Andrews, Clir Barker, Clir Guthrie
b) To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow-up required
by the parish council.
A drain is blocked outside of Clir Andrews property on East Street. Clir Neal will ask the Ranger to clear it
as the drain is frequently covered by a parked car, preventing Somerset Council services from carrying
out the work. The Clerk was asked to send a letter regarding maintaining overgrowth, to a property on
High Street.
ACTION: Clerk
c) Toreceive Somerset Council Electric Scooter Experimental Order 2024
Received.
d) To note road closure notices:
i.  TTRO298270S — High Street, West Coker — 18t July for 4 hours — Wessex Water.

Noted.

ii. TTRO339138S — Manor Street, West Coker, 9t July for 2 days, Utility Services/Openreach.
Noted.

ii.  TTRO723919S — Higher Burton, East Coker, 5" — 10" July for 6 days, Wessex Water.
Noted.

13/24/288 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment
Nothing to report.

14/24/289 To receive the following reports:

a) Recreation Ground for Children — Chair Perry
Clir Perry informed Members that the tennis courts have been tarmacked. The court game lines are due
to be painted, and court dressings installed. The next Recreation Ground for Children meeting date was
set for the 29t of July at 7.30pm. The Clerk was asked to inform the Jubilee Pavilion booking secretary.

ACTION: Clerk

b) Dawes Twineworks — Clir Aitken
CliIr Aitken invited all Members to a ‘Knees-up’ at Dawes Twineworks on the 20t of July, where there will
be music and dancing and the launch of the new book on the heritage of the Cokers and the history of
Coker Canvas.

c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) — Clir Hampshire
Clir Neal said bookings were steady and the AGM is due to be held shortly.

15/24/290 To receive correspondence

e Somerset prepared workshop on flooding and resilience — Queen Camel, 10t July 2024
ACTION: Clerk
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16/24/291 To note items for the next agenda

Camp Road Solar Farm — CBA George Hall, Conrad

Unity Savings Bank Account application £100,000 — April 2024
Post Office

Review Risk Register

17/24/292 To note the date of the next meeting
5t of September, 7.30pm — Full Annual Parish Council Meeting

20:45 Meeting closed

Signed:

Dated:

Weat Coloer
Farish Y

Council OS/\:,

ACTION: Clerk
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