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Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU
Thursday 3 April 2025 at 7:30pm

Present:
Clir A Perry (Chair), Clir D Neal (Vice Chair), Clir B Hampshire, Clir R Aitken, Clir A Blight, Clir C Barker, Clir A
McPhee, Clir C Guthrie.

In attendance:
Kate Fullerton — Clerk, Somerset Council Clir Mike Hewitson.

i) Public Session — to hear any matters from the public
No public present.

ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors
An emailed report was received before the meeting and circulated to all members.

19:30 — Meeting opened.

1/25/001 To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them
Clirs Chubb and Andrews sent their apologies for absence.
RESOLVED: To accept the above apologies.

2/25/002 To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda
None.

3/25/003 To approve the Minutes of the parish council meeting held on the 6" of March 2025
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

4/25/004 To review actions from the Minutes of the last meeting
e Actions reviewed. No outstanding actions.

5/25/005 To receive a report from the Wardens:

a) Footpath Warden — Clir Chubb
Nothing to report.

b) Tree Warden — Clir Blight
CliIr Blight said she and several volunteers from the local cricket team, had planted 35 Beech trees
around the on-site container (used for cricket club storage). The cricket team would like the over-hanging
boundary trees cut back. Members said this would be okay, but the cricket team should cover the cost of
the works.

c) Environmental Warden — Clir Andrews
Nothing to report.

d) Flooding Warden — Clir Guthrie
Nothing to report.

6/25/006  Planning:

a) Applications:

i. 25/00609/TPO — 2A Brympton Way, Lynx West Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2HP —
Application to crown lift, thin and reduce all trees on plot and cut back branches of No 2 trees as
shown by the South Somerset District Council (WECO 1)2017 Tree Preservation Order.
RESOLVED: No comment.

b) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the
days after the agenda had been circulated and prior to this meeting. Interested public and parish
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that
might be discussed under this item:

None.

c) South Somerset Planning Decisions
25/00699/NMA — Application permitted.
25/00336/TCA — Application permitted.
25/00272/TPO - Application refused.

Signed: Dated:
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25/00015/TCA — Application permitted.
24/02964/FUL — Application permitted with conditions.

7/25/007 Sampson’s Wood

a) To receive and review the Sampson’s Wood Survey.
All Councillors agreed the survey was an exceptionally good report — useful and informative.

b) To discuss any actions resulting from the survey.
It was noted that the report shows two trees with dead branches, located quite close to houses and
requiring some work to reduce risks of fallen limbs. Members felt the responsibility for this work lies with
Somerset Council/Yeovil Town Council (YTC) as they currently hold the lease for Sampson’s Wood. The
Clerk has shared the report with Kate Menday at YTC and urged them and Somerset Council to transfer
the lease into the name of West Coker Parish Council as soon as possible.

8/25/008 Bunford Heights
a) Bunford Heights Equipped Play Area (LEAP) — update from Somerset Council.
Clir Barker said that trees have recently been planted in accordance with the planning conditions.
Somerset Council are still considering whether the site is in an appropriate condition to transfer.
b) To receive feedback from Bunford Height’s residents on play equipment ideas.
Councillors were grateful for the numerous responses received to their request for design ideas from
residents of Bunford Heights. No further action until the land is ready for transfer to the parish council.

9/25/009 Parish Ranger
a) To review work from the previous month and to note upcoming tasks for the Ranger.
Clir Neal said the Ranger has been litter picking, collecting eight bags of litter. Upcoming work will include
some digger work by the stream, clearing a drain on Camp Road and tidying up the recreation grounds.
ACTION: Clir Neal, Ranger
10/25/010 To share information on Local Council Network (LCN) matters — Chair Perry and Clir Neal
Clir Neal and Chair Perry attended the recent online meeting and were two of twenty-five participants. A question was
posed by the Chair of the LCN, asking “what is the purpose of the LCN” and the answer indicated that attendees were
unclear. Chair Perry found the talk from Promise Works inspiring, their work involving finding suitable volunteers to
mentor young adults for two hours every fortnight. The purpose being to support and help them navigate school,
college and apprenticeships and early adult life.

11/25/011 Financial and regulatory matters:

a) To receive the year-end financial statements, 315t March 2025.
The Clerk presented the budget v expenditure figures for the year ending 31st March 2025 and
Councillors reviewed them. The Clerk said the financial statements were not yet available, requiring a
PWLB closing balance to enable the Clerk to complete them. Item deferred to the May meeting.

ACTION: Clerk

b) To confirm the internal audit arrangements.
The Internal Auditor has been booked and is due to collect files on Friday the 25" of April.

c) Toreceive a recommendation from the Staffing Committee on the draft Employer Pensions
Discretions Policy, as required by the Local Government Pension Scheme.
Clir Hampshire presented the Staffing Committee’s recommendation, to adopt the policy and to review
the policy annually.
RESOLVED: To adopt the Employer Pensions Discretions Policy and review the policy annually.

d) To approve the following payments:

i K Fullerton — Clerk salary April 2025 £ 1453.26
ii. K Fullerton — Monthly expenses reimbursement (wfh,MS365) April 2025 £ 47.36
iii. P Sandford — Rec Grd Grant Caretaker salary April 2025 £ 133.65
iv. Somerset Council — Pension April 2025 £ 483.87
V. HMRC — PAYE April 2025 -

Vi. Brynley Andrews Associates — Sampson’s Wood Survey £ 500.00
vii. BT — WIFI JP Inv April - PAID BY DD 17/04/2025 £ 22.74

RESOLVED: Clirs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.
ACTION: Clirs Neal, Barker

D
~

To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts
RESOLVED: A funds transfer was not required for April 2025.

Signed: Dated:
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f) To receive the bank reconciliation
The Clerk presented a bank reconciliation dated the 315t of March 2025, showing a capital balance of
£178078.36.

12/25/012 Highway Matters:
a) Water run-off issues from The Ridge, running down through Snails Terrace/Churlands Close —
feedback from Roy Hayes at FWAG.
Roy Hayes is due to visit the site to investigate the issues.
b) Sleight’s Lane — update on progress of FWAG funded project.
The Clerk was asked to find out what attenuation bags are and where they can be sourced. The
attenuation bags must be installed before the guard for the inlet pipe can be fitted.
ACTION: Clerk
c) To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow-up required
by the parish council.
Clir Barker said the patching works at Gooseacre Lane have been done but appear to be no good and he
had safety concerns as motorists were moving to the wrong side of the road (on a blind bend) to avoid
potholes. The Clerk was asked to notify Somerset Council Highways.
ACTION: Clerk
d) To note road closure notices:
i TTRO661900S — Higher Burton Road, East Coker — Pre-surfacing patching works on behalf of
Somerset Council — 29" March for four days.

13/25/013 To discuss the arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting 15" May 2025.
Clirs Perry, Blight and Hampshire kindly offered to organise a light finger buffet and Clir Aitken kindly offered to supply
the wine.
ACTION: Cllirs Perry, Blight, Hampshire and Aitken.
14/25/014 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment.
a) To draft a specification for a ‘J’ shaped perimeter path, via tennis courts/BMX track/cricket
practice nets.
Members asked if there was an official specification for public paths, that the council were required to
follow. The Clerk was asked to seek advice from various sources and to find out if the Cricket Club were
aware of the specification since they have already obtained a quote for the works.
ACTION: Clerk
b) To consider the tender process for the perimeter path.
The Clerk confirmed that the standing orders require three quotes for the value of the contract. A full
tender process would not be required.
c) To consider a request for funding an outdoor kitchen area, behind the Jubilee Pavilion, for
primary users use.
Members agreed in principle to funding the works. James Divall, the Scouts Leader, will confirm what
funding is required. The Scouts intend to manage the works themselves.
ACTION: Clerk
15/25/015 To receive the following reports:
a) Recreation Ground for Children — Chair Perry
Chair Perry advised that the blocked drain at the Jubilee Pavillion appears to have been caused by wet
wipes and balloons. Members suggested more signage should go up stating the delicate nature of the
drainage system.
b) Dawes Twineworks — Clir Aitken
Clir Aitken thanked Clirs Hampshire and Barker for their help getting Dawes Twineworks organised for
the upcoming Od Arts Festival installation and activities. The first day of activities involves hosting the
local schools, with the following two days open to everyone. Clir Barker said he has recently applied for
planning permission to install solar panels on the Visitors Centre roof and has found the process to be
appalling and not relevant to installing solar panels. Clir Barker thanked Bryn Andrews for the Ecology
Report that he wrote up, a requirement of the planning department.
c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) — Clir Hampshire
Clir Hampshire said they have received quotes to improve the front and rear carparks. A recent jumble
sale was highly successful and raised over £800. The hall is hosting Easter Bingo on the 12t of April.
They are expecting Conrad Energy to survey the roof on the 11" of April to see if it is suitable for solar
panels, this forms part of the community benefits package.

Signed: Dated:
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15/25/016 To receive correspondence
e WCCH have requested a grant of £5000 to help fund front and rear carpark improvements. The request will
go on the May agenda. It was agreed to ask the WCCH to try to obtain two further quotes for the works, to
ensure they are getting fair value for money.

ACTION: Clerk
16/25/017 To note items for the next agenda
o New batteries for the Speed Indicator Device (SID).
e Annual Parish Meeting.
¢ Annual Parish Council Meeting.
ACTION: Clerk
17/25/018 To note the date of the next meeting
1st of May 2025, 7.30pm — Annual Parish Council Meeting
15t of May 2025, 7pm — 8.30pm — Annual Parish Meeting.
21:05 Meeting closed
4

Signed: Dated:




