
Smaller authority name; _West Coker Parish Council ______ _ 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27 
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (812015/234) 

NOTICE i 

1. Date of announcement_Monday 2"d of June 2025 _____ (a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority' s Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by 
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been 
oublished with this notice. As it has vet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, 

I it ico co11hi<>rt tn rh!>nn~ ,.., ,. r~co11lt nf th!>t ro:>\l i<>w I .... ·- ---.,-- .. -- -··-··o- - - - ·-- - ·· - · ··· - - · -· · - ··· 
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the 
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers. receipts and other documents relating 
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person 
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be available 
on reasonable notice by application to: 

(b) _K Fullerton, Clerk/RFO, 25 Helena Road, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2HQ Tel: 
07712 398985 Email: n ~ 

commencing on (c) _ Tuesday 3 June 2025---- ------

and ending on (d) _Monday 14 July 2025 - ---------

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 

• 

• 

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 1 

The nght_to make an obJectron Which concerns a matter rn respect ofwhrch 
the appomted audrtor ~ould either make a publrc interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authorrty 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
thiS purpose between the above dates only. 

4. The smaller a_u~hority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor 
under the prov1s1ons of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO's Code of Audit Pra~tice 
2015. The appointed auditor is: 

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
15 Westferry Circus 
Canary Wharf 
London E14 4HD 
( •@ ) 

5. This anno uncement is made by (e) _K Fullerton, Clerk/RFO __ 

NU l l:.~ 

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 

(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and at least 30 working days 
before the date appointed in (d) below 

(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must be 30 working days 
inclusive and must include the first 10 
working days of July. 

(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice - this person must be 
the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller author 



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS; A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities. 

The basic position 

The Local Aud1t and Account'!QIIity Ac 2Q14 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the t ar '"' 2 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited. 

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore. indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 

tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example. inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (1 0) of the Act explains what is meant 
L. .. --------• :_...c,.- ... ": ....... \ \t .... . -----j, :---- """' :-c- --•=-- ... t- : ... a... : ... - - -•--.&. ... ...1 '-·· -------: -• 
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confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 

nevertheless be disclosed. 

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them. 
~he~ must publish th.em (includ.ing. on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
penod for t~e exerc1se of public nghts', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 

thA l'lr.r.ntmt•nc rAr.nrrl.c: ~mAIIAr AllthnritiP..<: mw~t tP.II thP. n11hli~ in~h 1rlinn ArlvP.rti~inn thi~ nn thP.ir 
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weusi~e, llldl t .. e accountln~ iecoids an.d ielated documents aie available to inspect. By aiiangement 
you w111 then have .30 work1ng days to ms~ect and m~ke copies of the accounting records. You may 
ha~e to P~Y a copymg charge. !_he ,30 work1~g day penod must include a common period of inspection 
dunng wh1ch all smaller authont1es accountmg records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 
202~ f~r 2024/25 accounts. The ad.vertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public nghts, how you can commumcate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and .related . documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the mspectlon of accounts and objections. 

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 

You. should first ask your smaller a~thority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
deta1ls. If you. are a loca! elec~or, your nght to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, wh1le the aud1tor w1ll answer your questions where possible they are not always obliged to 
?o s~. F.or example, the ~ue~tion ~ight . be bett~r answered by ' another organisation, require 
~~ve~t1ga~1o~. beyond the .?ud1t~~ s ~~~.it , or mvolve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
~h.I'TCIYt::l) . I.;>IVt:: YUUI ~llli:lllt::l CIUliiUIIIY lilt:: UJ..I!-'UilUIIii.y ii1~i iu t::)tJ..IiCiill C111yii1i11V j11 iiu:~ i::lt.;t.;uu11 [i11v 1 ~~.;uru!> 

a . you are unsure about: If you are not sat1sfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
aud1tor about the accountmg records. 

The law li.mits the ti~e ~vailable for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exerc1se of public nghts, so let the external audrtor know your concern as soon as possible. The 



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
111vur•::; lu1111(jiiy ~si<.i11y !.lUf;!~iiu••~ u11ut!1 iiu:! Ad . 'iuu t;all e~~k ~u111~UII~ iu lt:IJI~~~IIi yuu wiren <:~~kin~ 
the external auditor questions. 

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain . Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act. after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights . You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year. at any time. But these are not questions under the Act. 

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accountino records for the financial 
year being audited. Ho\•!ever, your r!ght to ask the externa! auditor questions is !im!ted. The externa! 
auditor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies , finances , procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts , not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing. 

The right to make objections at audit 

Yuu i1ctvt:: iii~!Jt::!;it::u ii It: e~~;~;uuniill~ 1 ~::~;u1 U!S ctllu ct~kt:u yuu1 4Ut::~iiu11~ ui ii 11::: ~111ctii~::1 ctuii 101 iiy . i~uw yuu 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful. or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful . or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
!T!:!~e !! ~n!e'.A!f~!. To:> <:>bject !0 !he :!CC<:>!..!n!s y0~ !T"!!..!S! wr!te !0 !he e:-1er!"!e! e~d!!0r s!a!!ng 'J0!..! •Nan! !0 
me~k~ cur ui.Jj~::~,;tiun , im;iuuin~ iirt:: infullrr<:~iiurr <:~rru eviu~rr~,;~ i.Jeiuw CIIIU you mu!Si ::;enu ct t;UJJY i.u lire 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 

• 
• 
• 
• 

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area; 
why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful· and 
details of any matter about which you think the external aud,itor should make a public interest 
report. 

~therth_a~ it must be in writi~g , there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
o act wlthm the powers avarlable under the ,.... , ( 20 

A final word 

You may not use this 'right to object' to make · 
authority. You should take such com faints to a person~l. complarn~ or claim against your smaller 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities ~nd so lo!~~~~p~~e~~tlzens t ~~VIce Bureau, lo_cal Law Centre or 
and objections. In deciding whether'to take our ob'ect· , mee e costs o~ deahng with questions 
must take into account is the cost that will te i ~ ron forw~rd , one of~ sene~ of factors the auditor 
in the public interest to do so. They may also dn:~~ved , ~~ey wrll ?nly contr~ue _wrt~ the objection if it is 
fii·v-v1vi..i5 vi ;,;,;;;.;0tivu5 vi if it icpcat;> -- _ .... ,_ -·=-- ~~~ -~-~?. -~-~~~:lder an ObJection 1f they think that it is 
an auditor's decision ~otto apply tot~~ ~~:~~vi~ra~ ~~uf w~~~~u~~cd . :f yvu appca: tv tti.:; Cvuit5 agalii5t 
will have to pay for the action yourself. c ara ron at an rtem of account is unlawful, you 

For more_ detailed guidance on public rights and 
the ~pe?ral powers of auditors, copies of the 
pubhcatron _oca J . y . , 

1
de _ 

-,our 11h1 are available from the NAO website. 

If you wish t? contact your authority's appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
para~ra~h 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Pub!Jcafton of Unaudfted Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 



Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 

West Coker Parish Council 

www.westcoker-pc.gov.uk 

Dunng the financtal year ended 31 March 2025 thts authouty's mternal audttor actmg mrtependenUy and on the 
U"lSIS of an assessment of rt::;k earned out a select111e assessment of compliance With the relevant procedures and 
controls 1n opc•atton and obt3t'190 approprt.::~te evtaenre from t'le aulhonly 

The Internal nud1t for 2024/25 has been camed out m accord<mce With thts authorny's needs and planned coverage 
On the basts of the findmgs 1n the areas ex<tmmed the tnterna audtt conclustons are summansed m th1s table Set 
out below are the obJt:ctrves of mternal control and alongs1dc aft: the mternal aud1t conclusrons on whetht:r . rn all 
stgnificnnt respects the control objecbves were betno acnteved ttuouQllout the finanoal yea• to 11 stnndard adequate 
to meeltt~e needs of th1s author ly 

Salaneo. to ern;>lcyces and a•lowa,ces :o members vere pll!d tn ~r...cordance w"r tt'l s a:..t'ho: ~ s 
approva s and P4YE ana I! requ rerren~ \~Pre prope• y app; <>d I 

J Accou:-tng :;!.:l~emer.~ r-:c;::l."cd d.;:~n{; :he ;e:J: m:re p·cpO·cd en :he ~rre=: acccu.,t ... g basts recCJpt ( 
<~nd P<'~~m"nts or lllcomc and axpf'ndtturc) agreed to the cash bool supported by nn dCQu<ltc audit 
:rat! fr':)'ll W"~dertytn:: recorjs and where appropr.ate debtors and cred!' Jrs \'<ere properly recorded 

K 
rt met the 

e .; 

./ 

./ 

I 
Fer am otner nsk areas dert1; ed bv th s authom' adeouate controlS exiSted n15: arv other nsl< areas on separate sheets ,

1 
necced 

r 1 ldeJtct ten 
nternal HUdtl 

h{{~ 
;::.1g oat,l _ ,.. Suo, whO 

carrtPd out t~(' t'llernal aud : ~ Da:e 2t,jo't/zoz(" 

;~'e~t~r~~ ~;;;~~~~~;:~oha!ot:~:~~0;.PI C!I!Jons .. ,,d act.un bomg taken to address any weakne s ln control 

""ND!e If lhe response JS not covered please state \',hen the mos1 recent ntema 
next planned or tf CO'iO:t6ge 15 not requtred the annua 1ntt-ma Vdlt report ruust 

Annual Gov~rnance and Accountal>rltty Return 2024/25 Forrn 3 
Local Counct s In lerna Dra1nag Boa•a., ana otter Sma 'Pr Author res 

OUCJt •/Ork was a one m thrs area ana when n 1s 
'-I I n \' hy '10 (ad 1 eptuate she t If n r!ded) 

Page 3 of f) 



Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 

We acknowledge as the members of: 

West Coker Parish Council 

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that: 

Agroe..i 

~ ·vos·,m.-.ns th11t thiS authonty· 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accountmg statements. 

2 We maintained an adeauate system of internal control 
indudlng measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 

3 We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves 
that there are no matters of actual or potential 
non-compliance with laws. regulations and Proper 
Practices that could have a significant financial effect 
on the ability of this authority to conduct its 
business or manage its finances 

4 . We provided proper opportunity during the year for 
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or 
external insurance cover wflere required . 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and 
effective system of internal audit of the accounting 
records and control systems. 

7. We took appropriate acbon on all matters raised 
in reports from internal and external audit. 

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or 
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end. have a financial impact on 
!h•s authorrty and, where appropriate, have included them 
1n the accounting statements. 

9. (For_local councils only) Trust funds including 
chantable. In our capacity as the sole managing 
trustee we discharged our accountability 
responsibilities for the fund(s)lassets, including 
linan~lal ~port1ng and, if required, independent 
exam•nation or audit 

prepared its accounting statements in accordance 
with the Acxounts and Audit Regulations. 

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility 
for sateguardmg tile public money ana resources In 
its charge. 

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Pmctices in doina so. 

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about th1s authority's accounts. 

considered and documented the financial and other risks it 
faces and dealt with tflem property. 

arranged for a competent person, Independent of the financial 
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority. 

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit. 

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant. 

Yes I ~~~ I N/A 
has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it fs a sole managmg trustee of a local 
trust or trusts. 

*Please provide explanations to the external audlto 
how the authority will address the weaknesses ide:ti~':: s;:aratehsheet for each 'No' response and describe 
Governance Statement. · ese s eets must be published with the Annual 

This ~nnual Governance Statement was approved at a 
meetmg of the authority on: Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where 

approval was given: 
01/05/2025 

and recorded as minute reference: Chair 

tt; I z_~ (63~ ~ ·\·, 
Clerk 

www.westcoker-pc.gov.uk 

Annual Gov~rnance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3 
Local counc11s, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities* Page 4 of 6 



Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2024/25 for 

West Coker Parish Council 

1. Balances brought 
forward 

2. (+)Precept or Rates and 
Levies 

3. (+)Total other receipts 

4. (-) Staff costs 

5. (-)Loan interest/capital 
repayments 

6. (-) All other payments 

7. (=)Balances carried 
forward 

8. Total value of cash and 
short term Investments 

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments 
and assets 

10. Total borrowings 

11a. Disdosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

11 b. Disclosure note re Trust funds 
(including charitable) 

Yom onding 

31Ma~h 31Ma~h 

2024 2025 
[ [ 

221,404 171 ,559 

62,000 66,500 

30,620 96,765 

20,965 24,323 

20,719 20,719 

100,781 102,813 

171,559 186,972 

178,422 178,078 

17,31 6 17,999 

375,209 362,413 

Note~ nnd guid::lnco 

Please round all figures to nearest £1 . Do not leave any 

boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances All figures must 
agree to 11nderlymg financial records. 

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year 
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to 
Box 7 of previous year. 

Total amount of precept (or tor lOBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received. 

Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received. 

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf 
of all employees. Include gross sa/aries and wages, 
employers Nl contributions, employers pension 
contributions. gratumes and severance payments. 

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest 
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any). 

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must 
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6). 

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation. 

The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at 
31 March. 

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB). 

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and 
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets. 

The figures in the accounting statements above 
exclude any Trust transactions. 

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Re.tum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or mcome and expenditure basts followtng the gutdance tn 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a 
Practition~rs· Guide to Proper Practices and present fairty 

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were 
approved by thts authority on this date: 

the financtal position of this authority. 

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being 
presented to the au r l for approval 

Date 20/04/2025 

01 /05/2025 

as recorded in minute reference: 

lq{z) )031-+ '(ti 
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting 

Statements we:xur~ 

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024125 Form 3 
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