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West Coker Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of ihe Local Audii and Accountabiiity Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

(a)

(b}

The audit of accounts for West Coker Parish Council for the year
ended 31 March 2024 has been compieted and the accounts have been
published.

The Annuai Govermance & Accountability Retum including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of West Coker Parish Council on
application to:

e (Lot 107
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Copies will be provided to any focal government elector of the area on
payment of £5-0 (Y{c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accourtability Retum.

Announcement made by: (d) E;]:[LUMM_Q_MKI Q‘rD

Date of announcement: {e)

nl04] 200
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i)

{8}

i«

(&)

This notice and Secfions 1, 2& 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 September. This must
include publication on the
smalier authorify's website.
The smaller authorily must
decide how long lo publish the
Motice 1o, the AGAR and
extemal auditor report must be
publicly avalable for 5 years.

ingert the name, position and
address of the persan to whem
iocal governmernt electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

insert the haurs during which
nspection rights may be
exerciced

insert a reasanabie sum for
copyng costs

insert he name and positicn of
person placing the notice

inzert the date of piacing of the
notice

' www . pki-l.com




Section 1 -~ Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowladge as the members of:

West Coker Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal conirol, including amangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowiedge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Staternents for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

prepared fig accaunting staterments in accomance

1. We have put in place amangements for effecitve financial i " ; i
management during the year, and for the preparation of ( with the Accounts and Awdit Regidations.
the accaunting statements.

2. We maintained an anequate system of intermat control matie proper fmarxgemems arxt aecapted respms_ibﬂffy
intluding measures designed 1o pravent and detect fraud w4 for safeguarding the public roney and resources in
and corruption and reviewed ite effectivencss. s charge.

3. We took all easonable Steps to assure oursalves has anly done what it has the }egaf power to da and has
titgt thera are no matters of aciuat or potentid comnpdied with Proper Pracfices in daing so.
non-compiiance with laws, regufations and Propsat 7
Practices that coudd have a significant financial sffect
o the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage ite finances.

4, We provided proper opportunity dyring the year fer dunng the year gave all persons interester tf:e opporiunity fo
the exercise of electors’ ights in accordance with the v inspect ard ask queslions about tis authority's accourts.
requiremants of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carred out an aasessment of the risks facing this considered and docurmerted the fnancial and other risks it
authority and took appropriale sieps to manage those '/ faces and dealt with them properly.
rigks, including the introduction of iddermal cordrols andior
external inaurance cover whire requited.

6. YWe maintained throughout the year an adequate and erranged for 8 compefent person, independent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting v cordrals and procedures, 1o give an objective view on whether
recorde and control systetns., internal controls meet the meeds of this smaller authority.

7. W taok approprtate action on alf matisrs raised i 7 - responded to matfars brought to its affention by internal and
in reponts from internat and exiermnad augit. 1 axternal audil.

8. We considered whether any Btigation, ilabities or 1 wisciosed everyhing it shoulf have about is business activity
commisments, events oF ransactions, ocouring either during the year inclicing events laking place after the year
during or afier the yearend, have a finenciel impeast on v and ¥ relevant.
thie authority and, where appropriate, have included them [
in the accountig statements. ]

9. {For jocal councils anly] Trust funds inciuding has met ail of it respensibiities where, 85 & body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, 1 s a sole managing trusioe of a incal
trustee we discharged our accountabiity trirst or frusts.
respansibifities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and. il reguired, inde pandent v
examination or audit,

*Please provide sxplanations to ihe sxternal auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

how the authority wilt address the weaknesses identified.
Govemance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meating of the autharity o

06/06/2024

and recarded as minute reference:

) 2y 969 F |

Clark

These sheets must he published with the Anpuai

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where

approval wag given:
M@b\s

Chair

www.westcoker.nat
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Saction 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Woest Cokar Parish Coundil

e Tss iyl

1. Balances brought Total batances and reserves af the beginning of the year

farward 616,216 221,404 as recorded in the financisl records. Velie must agree fo
Box 7 of previous yesr.

1. {+) Precept or Rates and : Tetal amount of precapt (or ®r IDBE reteg and levies)
Levies 65,400} 682 000! received or recelvabla in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income ar receipts as recended in the cashbook less

21,203 30,620/ the pracapt or ratesAevies received (fne 2. Inciude any
grants received.

4, (-} Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of 8 empioyees. Include gross safarias and wages,
17,596 20,965 employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratufiies and severance paymetils.

5, {-) Loan interest/capital Total expanditure or payments of capital and interest
fepaymenis 20,719 20,719 made during the year on the authority's barrowings (if any).

8. (-) All other paymants Tolal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

4431006 100,781] book lass staff costs fline 4} and foan interesticapiial
repayments {line 5).

7. {=} Balances carried Total batances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 221,404 171,589 equat (142+3) - (4+5+8).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank aceounts, cash
short term investments 223,410 178,422 hoidings and short kermt investiments held as at 5 Mearch —

To agree with bank reconciliation.

8, Total fixed assets plus The vaiue of all the property the aulthority owns — it is made
long term investments 17,148 17,3161 up of all its fixed assets and fong ferm investments as at
and sssets 27 March.

1. Tetat borrowings The outstanding capital balence as at 31 March of all loans

367,736 375,209| from third parties (inchuding PWLE}.

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disciosure note se Trust funds S, The Council, as a body corporate, acis as sola Hrustas and
{including chatitable) is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

11b. Disclosure note re Truat funds 7 The figures in the accouriting statements above
fincluding charitable) ] &xclude any Trust ransactions.

F centify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountabiltty
Retum have been prepared on either 2 recelpts and payments
or incoma and expenditure basis following the guidancs in
Governance and Accountability for Smafler Authorities - g
Practitionars’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this autherity,

Skgned by Responsibla Financial Oficer before being
Autharity for approval

20/04/2024

Date

! confirm that these Accounting Statements wers
appioved by this authority on this date:

06/06/2024

WL [248 F i1

Signed by Chair of the meseting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

Ao
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Section 3 - External Auditor's Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of WEST COKER PARISH COUNCIL-500293

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to compiete a fimited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a fower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending

Under a limited assurance review. the auditor ks responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabifity Retumn in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAQ on behalf of the
Compiroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https:/iwww.nao.org. ukicode-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper FPractices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governanes and Accountability Retum (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concem that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met

Other matiers not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attenlion of the authority:

None

3 External auditer certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

r‘R:Ietum, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
arch 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP -
External Auditor Signature P‘c{: E . ﬁ qu'a A " u)d) Date - 01/6/2024
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