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 Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting 
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU 

Thursday 3rd July 2025 at 7:30pm 
 

Present: 
Cllr A Perry (Chair), Cllr D Neal (Vice Chair), Cllr R Aitken, Cllr A Chubb, Cllr A Blight, Cllr C Barker, Cllr A McPhee, 
Cllr C Guthrie. 
 
In attendance:                    
Kate Fullerton – Clerk. 
 
i) Public Session – to hear any matters from the public 

No public present. 
 
ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors 
An emailed report was received before the meeting and circulated to all members. 
 
19:30 – Meeting opened. 
 
1/25/063   To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them 
Cllrs Andrews and Hampshire sent their apologies for absence. 
RESOLVED:  To accept the above apologies. 
 
2/25/064   To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda 
None. 
 
3/25/065  To approve the Minutes of the annual parish council meeting held on the 5th of June 2025 
RESOLVED:  To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
4/25/066    To review actions from the Minutes of the last meeting 
Actions reviewed. No outstanding actions. 
 
5/25/067   To receive a report from the Wardens 

a) Footpath Warden – Cllr Chubb 
 Permissive footpath A30 to Brookside – ask Quentin at Somerset Council if it’s an option to raise 

the footpath level to stop the puddling on the footpath. 
 East Close to the Ridge requires a cut and tidy. 
 Halves Lane to Font Lane to East Close – requires a cut and tidy.  On the Ranger’s list. 

ACTION:  Cllr Chubb, Ranger 
b) Tree Warden – Cllr Blight 

 Cllr Blight has assisted with a couple of tree planting enquiries. 
c) Environmental Warden – Cllr Andrews 

Nothing to report. 
d) Flooding Warden – Cllr Guthrie 

Nothing to report. 
 
6/25/068 Planning 

a) Applications:  
 None. 

b) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the 
days after the agenda had been circulated and prior to this meeting.  Interested public and parish 
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that 
might be discussed under this item:  

i. 25/01411/FUL – Land at Gooseacre Lane, West Coker, Yeovil, Somerset – The proposal 
involves the demolition of the existing asbestos outbuilding, removal of overgrowth, gate and 
railings, and their replacement with a self-build new outbuilding and relocated driveway. 
RESOLVED:  To support the application. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
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c) South Somerset Planning Decisions 
25/00990/LBC – Application permitted with conditions. 
23/03088/FUL – Conditions discharged. 
25/01115/P3RPA – Application permitted for change of use. 
25/00818/ADV – Application permitted with conditions. 
25/00594/FUL – Application permitted with conditions. 
  

7/25/069 Sampson’s Wood  
a) To receive an update on the Sampson’s Wood lease transfer from SC/SSDC to West Coker Parish 

Council. 
No further progress made with Somerset Council.  Somerset Council Cllr Mike Hewitson has been 
informed. 

 
8/25/070 Bunford Heights  

a) Bunford Heights Equipped Play Area (LEAP) – update from Somerset Council. 
Chris Winn (Somerset Council) has forwarded a style sheet of wood versus metal equipment.  The Clerk 
will forward the information to the Bunford Heights WhatsApp group for their preference. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
9/25/071 Parish Ranger 

a) To note upcoming tasks for the Ranger. 
 Cut back overhang at the red pedestrian zone (Wash Corner). 
 Permissive footpath Font. 
 Overgrowth on the wall by the traffic lights (The Square). 
 House with Wisteria protruding over the pavement – letter to resident to cut it back. 
 See above item footpath issues (agenda item 5/25/067a). 

ACTION:  Cllr Neal, Ranger 
 

10/25/072 To share information on Local Council Network (LCN) matters – Chair Perry and Cllr Neal 
Chair Perry reported that the meeting’s main order of business, to elect a Chair and Vice Chair, could not be voted 
upon as there were no Somerset Council Councillors present to vote. The in-person meeting was not particularly well 
attended and was not productive for those that made the effort to attend. The Clerk was tasked with writing a letter of 
complaint regarding the unproductive meeting. 

ACTION:  Clerk 
a) Enhanced Highways Maintenance Pilot Update. 

Noted. Councillors felt it was unlikely that they would take up this costly service. 
b) Somerset’s new Local Transport Plan Update. 

RESOLVED:  Cllr Barker agreed to draft a parish council response to the consultation.  
ACTION:  Cllr Barker 

11/25/073  Financial and regulatory matters 
a) To approve a grant for the purchase of a plastic picnic bench for the recreation ground. 

RESOLVED:  To approve the grant of £717 + VAT for the wood (oak) coloured picnic bench. 
b) To approve the following payments: 

i. K Fullerton – Clerk salary July 2025 £  1,453.06 
ii. K Fullerton – Monthly exp reimbursement (wfh,MS365) July 2025  £       57.35   
iii. K Fullerton – Clerk salary August 2025 £  1,453.06 
iv. K Fullerton – Monthly expenses (wfh, MS365) August 2025 £       47.36    
v. P Sandford – Rec Grd Grant Caretaker salary July 2025 w backpay holiday pay   £     195.35 
vi. P Sandford – Rec Grd Grant Caretaker salary August 2025 w holiday pay £     149.13 
vii. Somerset Council – Pension July 2025 £     483.77 
viii. Somerset Council – Pension August 2025 £     483.77 
ix. HMRC – PAYE July 2025         - 
x. HMRC – PAYE August 2025         - 
xi. SES Fire and Security – call out to JP for faulty fire alarm £       88.20 
xii. No1 PHD  - CCTV investigation and jetting of blocked drain Inv 49522 PD BACS £     432.00 
xiii. Old School Rooms – Grant for Od Arts Festival 2025 £     500.00 
xiv. A Perry – reimburse cost of drain rods for the JP £       95.96 
xv. PH Hardwill – Inv 52550, 52558, 52559 – various drainage works JP £15,636.00 
xvi. Premier Landscaping – Ranger June 2025  £     525.00 
xvii. CPRE Somerset – DD £60 annually £       60.00 
xviii. BT – WIFI JP Inv June - PAID BY DD 16/06/2025 £       25.43 
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xix. B Hampshire – Booker Ltd reimbursement JP £       87.93 
 
RESOLVED: Cllrs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.  

ACTION:  Cllrs Neal, Barker  
d) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts. 

RESOLVED:  The Clerk advised that a funds transfer of £25,000 would be required to cover July and 
August 2025 payments. 
 

e) To receive the bank reconciliation.  
The Clerk presented a bank reconciliation dated the 30th of June 2025, showing a capital balance of 
£234,641.12. 

 
12/25/074  Highway Matters 

a) Water run-off issues from The Ridge, running down through Snails Terrace/Churlands Close – 
option of sediment filter fencing for resident. 
A site meeting has been arranged (FWAG/PC) for the 12th of August to look at the fencing for the resident 
and potential ways to slow or channel the water run-off. 

b) Sleight’s Lane – update on progress of FWAG funded project. 
No update to report. 

c) Ridge Lane – surface cracks reported. 
Somerset Council Highways advised of the issue. Lee Norman unconcerned by the cracks at this time. 

d) Resurfacing request for Gooseacre Lane. 
Cllr Barker reported that the road surface has been patched, a short-term solution. 

e) To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow-up required 
by the parish council. 
None. 

 
13/25/075 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field 
refurbishment 

a) To receive quotes for the repair of the broken pipe at the Jubilee Pavilion. 
Two quotes received for the repair work.  PHD1 at £3,895 + VAT and PH Hardwill at £990 + VAT. 
RESOLVED:   To accept the PH Hardwill quote at £990. 

b) To note the receipt of compensation from Total Play Ltd, to cover the cost of the broken pipe at 
the Jubilee Pavilion. 
To note the sum of £1422 in compensation received from Total Play Ltd, to cover the cost of the 
investigation into the broken pipe and the repair work by PH Hardwill.  Investigation showed that the pipe 
was damaged during the installation of the cricket practice nets. 

 
14/25/076 West Coker Commemoration Hall solar project – Conrad Energy – to review two quotes to install 
solar panels 
Conrad Energy are committed to funding the project, but the parish council are responsible for selecting the 
contractor. Conrad Energy have advised that it will take them a further six months (Dec 2025) to be in a position to 
fund the project.  
RESOLVED:  To select the Empower quote. Clerk to advise contractor and inform them of the likely December 2025 
start date. 

ACTION:  Clerk  
15/25/077 To receive the following reports 

a) Recreation Ground for Children – Chair Perry. 
Chair Perry reported that the problematic drain has been surveyed and repaired, identifying that damage 
was sustained during the installation of the cricket practice nets.  Total Play, the installer of the cricket 
practice nets, have covered the repair costs.  
Cllr Barker will investigate options and costings for safety netting around the children’s play area, to 
protect it from cricket ball risks, funding stream yet to be considered. 

ACTION:  Cllr Barker 
b) Dawes Twineworks – Cllr Aitken. 

Cllr Aitken said they have planted flax at the Twineworks, testing the age-old belief that flax grows best in 
West Coker. 

c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) – Cllr Hampshire. 
Cllr Hampshire reported that bookings will be down in August, no doubt due to summer holidays. 
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16/25/078 To receive notification of an application for the granting of a premises licence at Sitruna Retail 
Ltd, 9 Garrett Road, Yeovil 

 RESOLVED:  To make no comment. 
 
17/25/079 To receive correspondence 

 Somerset Rivers Authority  - Annual report 2024/25. 
Noted. 

 Letter from resident regarding flooding on the A30 to Brookside footpath. 
Noted. Clerk will contact Highways/ROW. Consider Ranger carrying out remedial works. 

 Boundary Commission Report – consultation open. 
Noted. 

 
18/25/080   To note items for the next agenda 

 Sluice gate (WLH/Lanes) – potential to cause flooding issues. 
 
19/25/081   To note the date of the next meeting 

4th of September 2025, 7.30pm, Ordinary Parish Council Meeting. 
 
20:39  Meeting closed 


