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Minutes of the West Coker Parish Council Meeting
Dawes Twineworks Visitor’s Centre, 94 High Street, West Coker BA22 9AU
Thursday 2" of October 2025 at 7:30pm

Present:
Clir D Neal (Acting Chair), ClIr R Aitken, Clir A Blight, Clir A McPhee, Clir B Hampshire, Clir C Guthrie, Clir B Andrews

In attendance:
Kate Fullerton — Clerk, one member of the public.

i) Public Session — to hear any matters from the public
No public session items.

ii) To receive reports from Somerset Council Councillors
No report available.

19:30 — Meeting opened.

1/25/103 To receive and consider any apologies for absence and to resolve to accept or refuse them
Clirs Chubb, Barker and Perry sent their apologies for absence.
RESOLVED: To accept the above apologies.

2/25/104 To receive any declarations of interest for items on this agenda
None.

3/25/105 To approve the Minutes of the annual parish council meeting held on the 4™ of September 2025
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

4/25/106 To review actions from the Minutes of the last meeting
Actions reviewed. Two outstanding actions: write to owners of leaning wall on East Street, write to the landowner
reminding them of riparian responsibilities (River Od) on their land by West Coker Recreation Ground.
ACTION: Clerk
5/25/107 To receive a report from the Wardens
a) Footpath Warden — Clir Chubb
The Rights of Way Officer has agreed to supply a replacement gate (FOC), if the Ranger can install it —
re. rotted gate at the top of East Close footpath. Clir Neal to advise the Clerk on the gate size required.
ACTION: Clir Neal
b) Tree Warden — Clir Blight
Clir Blight has inspected the oak tree at Bunford Heights and agrees it needs tidying up by the developer,
post a large limb drop. Locals are welcome to help themselves to apples from Hatherstone Wood.
c) Environmental Warden — Clir Andrews
Clir Andrews apologised for missing recent meetings due to clashes with his professional work. Clir
Andrews has noticed that someone (perhaps a neighbour) has been using pesticides which has
negatively affected the area closest to the boundary, within Sampson’s Wood. The Clerk was asked to
write a letter to those properties closest to the area affected.
ACTION: Clerk
d) Flooding Warden — Clir Guthrie
Nothing to report.

6/25/108  Planning

a) Applications:
None.

b) To consider any recent planning applications from Somerset Council (South), received in the
days after the agenda had been circulated and prior to this meeting. Interested public and parish
councillors; please refer to (South) Somerset Council planning portal for details of planning items that
might be discussed under this item:

None.

c) South Somerset Planning Decisions

None.
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7/25[109 Sampson’s Wood
a) To receive an update on the Sampson’s Wood lease transfer from SC/SSDC to West Coker Parish
Council.
No further progress made with Somerset Council.
b) To consider making Sampson’s Wood a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) — Clir Andrews
Members agreed to wait until the lease for Sampson’s Wood is with West Coker Parish Council, to
progress this idea.

8/25/110 Bunford Heights
a) Bunford Heights Equipped Play Area (LEAP) — to receive an update from Clir Neal.
RESOLVED: Clir Neal informed Members that a meeting with Tilia resulted in the idea of adopting a
larger area to accommodate the play area design — Tilia were supportive of this idea, but it would mean
the parish council would be responsible for the maintenance of a larger area of land. Tilia were also
asked to transfer the land, once ready, directly to West Coker Parish Council, rather than via Somerset
Council, to avoid the likely delays with Somerset Council’s legal department. Tilia have been given a copy
of the soil gradients required for the play installation and should be arranging for the works to be carried
out imminently — preferably before winter 2025.
ACTION: Clerk
9/25/111 Parish Ranger
a) To note upcoming tasks for the Ranger.
e Toremove the fence at West Coker Recreation Ground.
e Litter-picking at Camp Road.
¢ Install new gate at the top of East Close footpath.
ACTION: Clerk, Clir Neal, Ranger

10/25/112 To share information on Local Council Network (LCN) matters — Chair Perry and Clir Neal.
Chair Perry and ClIr Neal sent their apologies to the last meeting. The council awaits a response to the recent letter of
enquiry regarding the purpose of the LCN meetings.

11/25/113 To further consider a request from Yeovil town Council for financial support towards the Octagon
Theatre refurbishment.
The Clerk confirmed that Yeovil Town Council has approached 25 local towns and parishes, for financial contributions.
They have not approached some of the smaller parishes with low precepts. Members decided to defer this item to the
November meeting.
ACTION: Clerk
12/25/114 Financial and regulatory matters
a) Toreceive a quote from Fern Garden Tree Services regarding maintenance at West Coker
Recreation Ground.
RESOLVED: To accept the quote of £915.00 (+VAT) and to instruct them to carry out the work as soon

as possible.
ACTION: Clerk
b) To approve the following payments:
i. K Fullerton — Clerk salary October 2025 £ 1489.75
ii. K Fullerton — Monthly expenses (wfh, MS365) October 2025 £ 47.36
iii. P Sandford — Rec Grd Grant Caretaker salary October 2025 £ 153.67
iv. P Sandford — Reimburse extra key £ 20.00
V. Somerset Council — Pension October 2025 £ 499.06
Vi. HMRC — PAYE October 2025 -
Vii. B Hampshire — Reimburse JP cleaning products (grant) £ 121.67
viii. Premier Landscaping — Ranger September 2025 £ 758.65
iX. DAG Design (A Goddard) — Inv 1770 website hosting and content £ 320.00
X. Parsons Landscapes — Inv 18378 grass cutting recreation ground (grant) £ 484.06
Xi. Hallmaster — InvHM9344 pavilion booking system (50% rebilled to WCCH) £ 504.00
Xii. BT — WIFI JP Inv September - PAID BY DD 16/09/2025 £ 2543

RESOLVED: Clirs Barker and Neal were given authority to proceed with authorising the above payments.
ACTION: Clirs Neal, Barker
d) To agree the sum for bank transfer between WCPC accounts.
RESOLVED: The Clerk advised that a funds transfer would not be required.
e) To receive the bank reconciliation.
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The Clerk presented a bank reconciliation dated the 30" of September 2025, showing a capital balance
of £208,019.54.

13/25/115 Highway Matters
a) To consider purchasing the necessary panels and parts to transform the speed indicator device
(SID) to solar powered — roughly £500 per SID location.
The Clerk was asked to enquire about the installation requirements for the solar panels.
ACTION: Clerk
b) To receive and consider any public responses to the Ropewalker Manor Street parking proposal.
The Members considered the public responses received, which were mostly positive towards installing
double yellow lines, and some suggesting a one-way traffic system. The Clerk was asked to contact
traffic management at Somerset Council to arrange a site meeting with Andy Barron to discuss options
further.
ACTION: Clerk
c) Overview of Lane’s sluice gate issues.
No further information.
d) Water run-off issues from The Ridge, running down through Snails Terrace/Churlands Close —
feedback from meeting with Roy Hayes.
Clir Neal is expecting a report from Roy Hayes, following the site meeting in September. Clir Neal
reported that the meeting was useful, and they were able to show Roy Hayes the ‘v’ shaped groove on
neighbouring land, that guides water run-off in a more manageable way. The site visit revealed that the
concrete drains on neighbouring land above have broken. The ditch isn’t draining water away anywhere
and the High Street drains are in the wrong place to receive the water run-off. The filter fencing needs to
be installed in a very specific way to work properly and will require professional installation — Roy Hayes
to advise.
ACTION: Clerk
e) Sleight’s Lane — outstanding works by Somerset Council and landowner.
No update to report.
f) To note any blocked drains or potholes reported online by councillors and any follow-up required
by the parish council.
None.
g) To note road closure notices.
TTRO101082S — West Coker Hill; Chinnock Hollow to Coker Hill bridge; and High Street, East Chinnock
— 2" November for two nights (19:00-05:00).

14/25/116 To receive proposals and information regarding the new pavilion project and playing field
refurbishment
a) Cricket safety net — update on options.
The Clerk is waiting to receive quotes to install the nets — Somerset Landscapes and Hardwill's have
been approached for a quote. Defer item to the November meeting.
ACTION: Clerk
15/25/117 To receive the following reports
a) Recreation Ground for Children — Chair Perry
Clir Neal spoke in CliIr Perry’s absence. The Ranger has tidied up the BMX track and childrens’ play area.
There have been some issues with the Jubilee Pavilion not being left tidy by the primary user groups,
which need to be addressed at the next Recreation Ground for Children meeting.
b) Dawes Twineworks — CliIr Aitken.
Clir Aitken thanked CliIr Neal for his tireless efforts repairing the engine recently. The flax has grown well,
thankfully, and they are now following a process to have it made into yarn.
c) West Coker Commemoration Hall (WCCH) — Clir Hampshire.
Clir Hampshire reported that the guttering has been replaced, and the water tank repaired. The
committee would like to tidy up the outside patio area and are in the process of obtaining quotes. They
are likely to approach the parish council for a grant in the near future.

16/25/118 To receive correspondence

. To receive an email from a local volunteer litter-picker, requesting the installation of a bin by the Bunford
Heights/A30 bus shelter.
Noted.

. To receive an email from a Watercombe Heights resident regarding the overgrown footpath by Balidon

House Estate.
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The Clerk has reported the overgrowth to Yeovil Town Council who currently manage this area.

. To receive an email from a Sampson’s Wood resident regarding overgrowth from Sampson’s Wood over
the boundary of their garden.
The Clerk sought advice from Clir Andrews and has responded to the resident to say that they may cut
back low-lying overgrowth that is coming over their boundary, but any tree work would require them to
have a survey and make a formal request.

. Somerset’s Big Conversation 2025 — VCFSE Small Grant Scheme Opportunity.
Noted that West Coker Surgery may be interested in holding the consultative meeting and applying for
the small grant.

ACTION: Clerk
17/25/118 To note items for the next agenda
. WCPC Christmas meal date - Lanes
. Octagon funding request from YTC
. Budget / Precept 2026/27 — Finance meeting date — Clerk and AM, AP & CB.
. Schedule for drain clearing — Premier Landscapes.
18/25/119 To note the date of the next meeting
6t of November 2025, 7.30pm, Ordinary Parish Council Meeting.
20:48 Meeting closed.
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